
First	Grey	Seals
The	 Grey	 Seal
pupping	 season	 was
off	 to	 a	 slow	 start	 this
year,	 and	 we	 were
having	 an	 unusally
quiet	 October...	 until
two	weeks	ago!	Since
the	weather	has	turned,
we	 have	 become
inundated	 with	 calls	 to
rescue	 injured	 and
exhuasted	 pups	 caught
up	 in	 the	 storms	 from
all	 corners!	 Now
hospital	 is	 filling	 back
up	 and	 our	 team	 is
hunkering	down	 for	 the
busy	 season	 which	 will
continue	 over	 the	 next
three	months!

One	of	our	First
Greys	Saying	Hello

Happy	Release
Day

Two	 of	 the	 first
Common	 Seals	 of	 this
season,	 Gilbert's
Potoroo	 and	 Banteng
have	 made	 a	 full
recovery	 and	 were
returned	 to	 the	 big,
blue	 sea!	 We	 were	 so
proud	 to	 see	 Gilbert,
who	 kicked	 off	 this
season	 as	 a	 tiny,
premature	 pup	 rescued
back	 in	 June,	 grow	 into
a	 big,	 strong	 and
healthy	 seal!	 Brighten
your	 day	 by	 watching
their	 Sligo	 release	 in
this	 triumphant	 video
by	 clicking	 the	 link
below!

Stunning	Release
Video

Galaxy	on	BBC
Our	 two-time
rescued	seal,	Galaxy,
also	 made	 her	 way
back	 to	 the	 wild,	 after
recovering	 from	 her
second	 stint	 in
rehabilitaiton	 this
month.	 After	 being
released	 initially,	 she
was	 later	 reported
again	 sick	 on	 a	 beach
with	 a	 heavy	 parasite
burden	 and	 hair	 loss,
likely	 linked	 to
pollution.	 Her	 release
was	 part	 of	 an	 episode
of	 The	 Travel	 Show
on	 BBC	 World	 News,
which	 broadcasted
worldwide	 this	 month,
and	 hopefully	 spreads
greater	 awareness
about	 ongoing	 threats
to	seals.	Check	it	out!

Sneak	Peek	of
Galaxy's	Release

Planting	Season
As	 Autumn	 gets	 underway,
prime	tree	planting	season
is	upon	us,	 and	we	 couldn't
be	 more	 ready!	 We	 have
thousands	 of	 native	 'whips'
waiting	to	be	planted	and	are
delighted	 to	 be	 working	 on
our	 Habitat	 Restoration
Project	 once	 again.	 If	 you
and	 your	 community	 or
corporate	group	would	like	to
join	 our	 efforts	 for	 a	 day	 of
tree	planting,	reach	out	to	us
at:
events@sealrescueireland.org

Corporate	Volunteering

SRI	Calendar
2022

The	2022	edition	of	our
much-loved	 Seal	 Pup
Calendar	 is	 now
available	 for	 purchase
on	our	online	gift	shop!
Make	 a	 start	 on	 your
Christmas	 shopping
early	by	picking	one	up
for	 the	 animal-lover	 in
your	 life.	We	 also	 have
lots	of	other	meaningful
gift	 ideas	 from
adoptions	 to
experiences,	 all	 of
which	 support	 SRI's	 life

My	Legacy	Month
November	 is	 Legacy
Month!.	 We	 are	 a	 part	 of
MyLegacy.ie,	 a	 group	 of	 70
Irish	 charities	 asking	 you	 to
consider	 leaving	 a	 legacy
gift	in	your	will	that	future
generations	 will	 cherish
forever.	 For	 more
information	 on	 how	 your
legacy	 can	 support	 SRI's
commitment	 to	 the
rehabilitation	 of	 seal	 pups
and	 the	 restoration	 of	 the
natural	 world,	 contact
events@sealrescueireland.org
to	 receive	 an	 informational
brochure.

October	Pupdate

https://fb.watch/8TZ0Vw4ju4/
https://fb.watch/8TXSdN6svM/
https://fb.watch/8TXAOSNnSZ/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/corporate-volunteer-days/


with	SRI saving	work.	

Buy	Yours	Today!
Find	Out	More

Time	to	End	the	Shark	Fin	Trade	in	the	EU!
We	normally	talk	about	how	to	keep	seals	safe	in	Irish	waters,	but	this	month

we	want	to	spotlight	another	invaluable	marine	creature	under
threat...sharks!	Shockingly,	European	nations	are	among	the	top	5	shark-
catching	nations	in	the	world,	and	it's	happening	in	Irish	waters.	Each	year,
just	under	3,500	tonnes	of	shark	fins,	worth	52	million	euros	are	exported

from	the	EU.
		How	does	this	happen?

The	2013	“Fins	Naturally	Attached”	regulation	of	the	European	Union	bans
the	storage,	transport,	and	landing	of	all	shark	fins	in	EU	waters.	To	work

around	this,	sharks	and	rays	are	brought	to	shore	as	bycatch	where	the	fins
are	then	separated	and	shipped.

		Which	species	are	under	threat?
The	EU	mainly	exports	Blue	Shark,	Shortfin	Mako	and	Porbeagle,	however
about	500	species	of	shark	can	be	harvested.	If	one	goes	extinct,	fishers

simply	move	on	to	another	species.
		STOP	FINNING	–	STOP	THE	TRADE

By	voting	in	the	European	Citizen	Initiative,	we	can	help	protect	our	sharks,
skates,	and	rays	by	changing	the	law	so	fins	must	remain	on	the	shark	at	all
times	–	even	when	being	exported.	We	have	until	31st	of	January,	2022	to
make	our	voices	heard	and	to	reach	1	million	signatures	globally!	Ireland

needs	to	reach	8,261	signatures	for	our	support	to	count	so	please	sign	and
share	the	EU	citizens'	initiative	to	end	finning	in	the	EU	today!

Sign	the	Petition

Massive	Thanks	to	Our	Rescue	Network	Volunteers!
	
We	 want	 to	 extend	 a	 huge	 thank	 you	 to	 all	 of	 our	 rescue	 network
volunteers	who	have	 answered	 our	 calls	 to	 help	 rescue	 and	 transport	 the
many	Common	Seal	Pups	this	season,	and	now	rising	to	the	occasion	as	Grey
Seal	Pupping	season	picks	up.	Some	of	these	all-stars	have	really	gone	above
and	beyond,	diligently	monitoring	seal	after	seal,	and	travelling	many	miles	to
ensure	that	the	pups	reach	us	quickly	and	safely.	We	absolutely	could	not
do	this	without	you!
	
If	helping	to	rescue	and	transport	sick	and	injured	seals	across	Ireland	to	our
rehabilitation	centre	sounds	like	an	exciting	new	adventure	that	you'd	like	to
be	 a	 part	 of,	 check	 out	 an	 upcoming	Virtual	 Rescue	 Network	 Training
session.	Dates	below	(with	more	being	added	in	the	new	year)!

	Sunday	21st	November,	2021	@	10AM-1PM

Healthy	Seas.	Healthy	Seals.

https://www.sealrescueireland.org/corporate-volunteer-days/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/merchandise/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/support/legacies/
http://www.stop-finning-eu.org/


	Saturday	11th	December,	2021	@	10AM-1PM
	Sunday	16th	January,	2022	@10AM-1PM

Our	 Stellar	 Seal	 of	 the
Month	 is	 Kiwi	 for	 being	 the	 Zen
master	of	the	Pre	Release	Pool!
	
Nothing	seems	to	phase	him	and	he's
just	 a	 happy-go-lucky	 pup	 who	 likes
to	eat	fish	and	swim	zoomies.	All	our
seals	 have	unique	personalities,	 and
Kiwi's	laid-back	attitude	to	life	is	ever
more	 apparent	 when	 it	 comes	 to
interactions	with	his	pool	mate,	Giant
Otter.	You	can	watch	a	video	of	 this
funny	duo	below!	
	
Kiwi	 is	 progressing	 well	 in	 the	 Pre-
Release	 Pool;	 steadily	 gaining
weight	 and	 strengthening	 his
swimming	 muscles,	 so	 he	 should
be	ready	for	release	very	soon!

Watch	the	Video

Our	 Cheeky	 Seal	 of	 the	 Month
title	 was	 won	 handily	 by	 one	 of	 our
first	 Grey	 Seal	 Pups	 of	 the
season,	Tasmanian	Devil.	
	
As	 her	 name	 might	 suggest,	 this
feisty	 lady	 has	 quickly	 gained	 a
reputation	 for	 terrorizing	 our
interns	 with	 her	 non-stop
wailing.	 Any	 time	 anyone	 comes
near	her,	she	lets	out	her	warning	cry
to	keep	your	distance!	Grey	Seals	are
notoriously	more	vocal	than	Common
Seals,	so	our	centre	starts	 to	sound
like	a	haunted	 seal	hospital	 just
in	 time	 for	Halloween!	Despite	all
the	ruckus,	we're	glad	to	see	'Tas'	so
bright	 and	 alert	 after	 coming	 in
emaciated	and	injured.
	
If	 you	 want	 to	 follow	 this	 little
trouble-maker's	 journey	 back	 to	 full
health,	 you	 can	 support	 her	 with
an	adoption!

Adopt	Tasmanian	Devil

Melanie	Croce
Executive	Director
Seal	Rescue	Ireland
Registered	Charity	No.	20108519

Seal	Rescue	Ireland
Courtown
Co.	Wexford
0871955393
info@sealrescueireland.org

Join	the	Network

Stellar	Seal	and	Cheeky	Seal	of	Month
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