
Stellar	Seal	of	the	Month:
Tope	Shark

We've	 had	 a	 number	 of	 Common	 Seals
rescued	outside	of	the	pupping	season	this
year,	 and	 the	 most	 recent	 of	 those	 has
been	 little	Tope	Shark,	who	has	earned
the	 title	 of	 "Stellar	 Seal"	 this
month!	 Tope	 came	 in	 badly	 banged	 up
with	 injuries	 to	 her	 face	 and	muzzle.	 As	 a
fully	 weaned	 pup,	 we	 expect	 Tope	 would
have	 been	 able	 to	 feed	 independently	 in
the	 wild,	 but	 she	 needed	 a	 bit	 of	 coaxing
from	 us	 to	 get	 her	 instincts	 reignited.
Thankfully	 now	 that	 she's	 feeling	 better
she's	 started	 knocking	 back	 sliced	 fish
this	 month!	 We	 expect	 her	 to	 be	 onto
whole	fish	in	no	time,	and	then	on	the	fast
track	 to	 release.	 Follow	 her	 journey	 by
adopting	her	below.

Adopt	Tope	Shark

Cheeky	Seal	of	the	Month:
Aye-aye

Our	 "Cheeky	Seal"	of	 the	Month	 is	 the
chatterbox	 Aye-aye,	 a	 gorgeous	 female
Grey	 seal	 with	 a	 unique	 reddish-brown
coat.	 From	 day	 one,	 Aye-aye	 has	made	 it
known	 that	 she	 doesn't	want	 anyone	 near
her	 (which	 is	 a	 great	 thing	 for	 a	 seal
destined	 for	 the	 wild!)	 However,	Aye-aye
is	 so	 anti-social	 that	 she's	made	 it	 hard
for	the	animal	care	team	to	even	carry	out
necessary	duties	as	simple	as	cleaning	her
kennel!	 She's	 an	 independent	 lady	 and
we're	happy	to	give	her	her	space...	as	long
as	 she	 can	 tolerate	 us	 enough	 to	 get	 her
back	 to	 100%	 health!	 Hopefully,	 she'll	 be
strong	 enough	 to	 move	 to	 pools	 soon
where	she'll	have	very	little	to	do	with	us.

Adopt	Aye-aye

Healthy	Pups
Released!

We	 bid	 farewell	 to	 another
seven	 healthy	 pups	 this
month,	 including	 the
formerly	 entangled
common	 seal	 Flapper
Skate,	 pictured	 above
raring	 to	 go	 from	 Gyles
Quay.	Also	heading	back	to
the	 deep	 blue	 were	 Grey
Backed	 Hawk,	 	 Lantern
Firefly,	Javan	Slow	Loris,
Axolotl,	 Minke	 Whale,
and	 Barn	 Owl.	 Well	 done
pups!	 Check	 out	 lots	 of
great	release	videos	on	our
Facebook	page,	like	Pygmy
Raccoon	 and	 Vaquita
Porpoise's	last	month.

Watch	the	Video

Common	Seal
Pupping
Season!

Common	 Seal	 Pupping
season	 2022	 is	 just	 around
the	 corner.	 With	 ever-
changing	 seasonality	 we
may	start	 to	see	 little	pups
popping	up	as	early	as	May.
It	 is	extremely	important	to
give	seals	space	to	prevent
harm,	so	never	approach,
touch	 or	 disturb	 a	 seal,
and	never	put	a	pup	back	in
the	 water.	 Maintain	 a
distance	 of	 at	 least	 100m,
keep	 dogs	 on	 a	 leash	 and
children	away,	and	call	our
Rescue	Hotline	(087	195
5393)	 with	 any
concerns!	

Protect	Seals	in
YOUR

Community
If	 you	 live	 near	 the	 coast
and	 want	 to	 help	 protect
your	 local	 seals,	 our	 virtual
Community
Conservation
Programme	is	for	you!	SRI
provides	 training
to	 proactively	 protect
seals	 from	 human
disturbance	 and	 prevent
rescue	 situations	 before
they	 happen!	 You'll	 learn
why	 and	 how	 to	 contribute
important	 citizen	 science
data	 like	 tags,
entanglements	 or	 dead
seals,	 	 and	conduct	 coastal
biodiversity	 surveys	 to
create	a	widespread	profile

April	Pupdate

https://www.sealrescueireland.org/product/adopt/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/product/adopt/
https://fb.watch/cEZa3CSVNt/


Report	a	Seal of	 Ireland’s	 coastlines.	 For
more	 info,	 contact	 our
Events	 Manager,	 linked
below!

Enquire	Now

Membership	May!
Membership	 May	 is	 here	 once	 again,	 and
we	want	to	invite	our	wonderful	supporters
to	 take	 that	 next	 step	 by	 becoming	 "Seal
Heroes"	Members!	You	can	choose	to	help
by	 signing	 up	 for	 a	monthly	 donation
of	either	€50,	€25,	€10	or	€5.	Each	level
of	 membership	 comes	 with	 its	 own	 set	 of
exclusive	 benefits	 to	 recognize	 the	 on-
going	 contributions	 that	 keep	 our	 work
going.
	
Sign	up	for	a	Seal	Heroes	Membership
in	 May	 and	 you	 will	 receive	 a	 FREE
Virtual	Tour	of	SRI	as	a	welcome	gift!	It's
a	 great	 way	 to	 get	 acquainted	 with	 the
scope	of	 our	work,	 as	well	 as	 some	of	 the
seal	 pups	 you'll	 be	 helping	 us	 to	 save.
Learn	more	about	memberships	at	the	link
below.	

Become	a	Member

Bookings	for	Summer	at
SRI

Our	visitor	centre	 is	now	open	to	bookings
for	 May-August;	 make	 a	 start	 on	 your
Summer	holiday	plans!	We	offer	a	range	of
activities	to	suit	all	types	of	guests	from	our
family-friendly	 30-Minute	 Guided	 Tour	 to
our	 immersive	 1-hour	 Seal	 Feed	 and
Enrichment	 Experience,	 both	 available
daily	 through	 the	 Summer.	 For	 a	more	 in-
depth	 experience,	 check	 out	 our	 3-
Hour	 'Rescuer	 For	 A	 Day'
Experience	 and	 go	 behind	 the	 scenes	 of
the	hospital	and	work	alongside	our	animal
care	 team.	 We	 are	 also	 open	 to	 Group
Bookings	for	schools,	community	groups
and	 corporate	 groups.	 Visit	 our	 website
to	 find	 out	 more	 and	 view	 availability.
Summer	fills	up	fast	so	book	early	to	avoid
disappointment!

Book	Now

National	 Biodiversity	 Week	 is	 coming	 up	 from	 15-22nd
May	 and	 to	 commemorate	 this	 we	 are	 taking	 part	 in
Bealtaine	 Living	 Earth	 Festival	 that	 week.	 We	 are
offering	2	FREE	Family	Tours	on	Sunday	15th	May	to
recognise	 seals	 and	 the	 important	 part	 they	 play	 in
Ireland's	 ecosystem.	We	will	 also	 be	 hosting	 2	Schools
on	18th	May	 featuring	an	SRI	Centre	Tour	as	well	as	a
guided	Forest	Walk	in	the	Courtown	Woods.	Booking	is	on
a	first-come-first-served	basis	and	will	go	fast!

Bealtaine	Living	Earth	Festival	

Find	Out	More

Let	It	Grow	Wild	for	No	Mow	May!
#NoMowMay	is	a	movement	that	aims	to	create	a	healthy	and	sustainable	ecosystem	in
all	back	gardens.	Leave	your	 lawnmower	 in	 the	shed	 this	May	and	 let	 the	 flowers	grow!
You'll	be	surprised	at	how	quickly	'short	flowers'	like	daisies,	clover	and	dandelions	begin
to	grow!
	
Did	 you	 know	 that	 the	 mowed	 lawn	 originated	 in	 17th	 Century	 England	 and	 France?
They	 were	 seen	 as	 status	 symbols;	 only	 the	 wealthiest	 could	 afford	 to	 waste	 land	 by
keeping	it	empty,	and	to	pay	people	to	weed	and	scythe	the	grass!	However,	as	the	style
caught	on	and	became	widespread,	clearing	out	vegetation	to	create	seemingly	"picture-
perfect"	 areas	 inadvertently	 meant	 the	 destruction	 of	 vital	 habitat	 for	 birds,	 small
mammals	and	insects--	including	pollinators!

Healthy	Seas.	Healthy	Seals.

https://www.sealrescueireland.org/rescue/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/corporate-volunteer-days/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/seal-heroes-memberships/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/visit-us/
https://www.livingearth.ie/events/


	
In	 Ireland	we	 have	 over	 1652	 types	 of	 pollinators,	 including	 bees,	 butterflies,	 hoverflies
and	moths..	all	of	which	serve	critical	roles!	They	help	to	sustain	our	ecosystems,	provide
food	 for	birds	and	mammals,	and	produce	our	 food	by	pollinating	 the	crops	 for	us.	They
visit	flowers	to	drink	nectar	or	feed	off	of	pollen	and	transport	pollen	grains	as	they	move
from	 spot	 to	 spot.	 With	 fewer	 opportunities	 to	 feed,	 these	 little	 guys	 can	 struggle	 to
survive	and	dwindle	in	numbers,	putting	all	of	us	at	risk	of	ecosystem	collapse!
	
Help	 us	 to	 reverse	 this	 trend	 this	 May	 and	 let	 your	 garden	 grow	 wild!	 Prepare	 to	 be
delighted	by	all	the	lovely	species	of	flora	and	fauna	that	might	pop	up	when	left	the	space
to	do	so,	while	doing	your	part	to	preserve	precious	biodiversity	within	the	ecosystem	that
we	all	rely	on	so	dearly.	

Learn	More	from	Biodiversity	Ireland

Become	part	of	the	SRI	Team	and	and	learn	from	the	best
while	 building	 important	 skills	 for	 a	 career	 in	 education
and	 wildlife	 conservation!	 The	 Education	 Assistant	 will
help	develop	and	deliver	education	programmes	 to
a	wide	range	of	audiences	and	play	a	fundamental	role	in
spreading	SRI's	mission.	The	role	is	ideal	for	anyone	keen
to	 gain	 a	 range	 of	 experience	 working	 in	 the	 charity
sector	 and	who	 is	 passionate	 about	 animal	 welfare	 and
the	environment.	
If	 interested,	 email	 us	 at
education@sealrescueireland.org	 with	 your	 CV	 and
letter	of	interest.

Learn	More	About	Our	Education	Programme

Melanie	Croce
Executive	Director
Seal	Rescue	Ireland
Registered	Charity	No.	20108519

Seal	Rescue	Ireland
Courtown
Co.	Wexford
0871955393
info@sealrescueireland.org

Career	Opportunity	-	Education	Assistant

	

This	email	was	sent	to	{{	contact.EMAIL	}}
You	received	this	email	because	you	are	registered	with	Seal	Rescue	Ireland

	
Unsubscribe	here

	

	

©	2021	Seal	Rescue	Ireland

https://biodiversityireland.ie/dont-mow-let-it-grow-and-amazing-things-will-happen/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/education/
mailto:info@sealrescueireland.org
http://facebook.com/sealrescueireland
http://twitter.com/seal_rescue
http://sealrescueireland.org/
http://instagram.com/sealrescueireland
file:///var/www/html/public/%7B%7B%20unsubscribe%20%7D%7D
https://www.sendinblue.com/?utm_source=logo_mailin&utm_campaign=14c9c680b61b8aa0f591a51367eabf9b&utm_medium=email

