
As	the	holiday	season	winds	down,	the	busy	season	at	Seal	Rescue	Ireland	is
far	from	ending!	SRI	started	off	the	month	with	an	already	packed	centre,	and
were	 called	 on	 to	 rescue	 14	 more	 pups	 throughout	 December,	 as	 the
continuous	stormy	weather	made	for	a	challenging	start	 to	 life	 for	 the	young,
newly	moulted	grey	seals.	Luckily,	we've	been	able	to	make	space	as	11	strong
and	healthy	patients	were	released	back	to	the	wild…	when	the	weather	would
allow!
	
Read	on	to	find	out	how	December	went,	who	was	released,	who	is	our	‘seal	of
the	month’,	and	what	exciting	developments	we	have	in	store	for	the	New	Year!

December	Pupdate!	



Seal	Of	The	Month!
Meet	PINE,	who	is	our	seal	of	the	month	for	December!	He	was	rescued	from
Dunmore	East,	Co.	Waterford,	after	being	found	sadly	entangled	in	fishing	net.
Pine	suffered	deep	wounds	to	his	neck	from	the	improperly	discarded	fishing
gear,	known	as	'ghost	netting',	which	poses	a	threat	to	hundreds	of	thousands
of	marine	mammals	each	year.	With	out	help,	he	would	have	continued	to	grow
around	the	netting,	causing	extended	suffering	and	ultimately	strangulation	or
infection.	Luckily	Pine	was	spotted	and	reported	to	us	in	time,	and	we	were	able
to	free	him	from	the	netting	before	things	got	worse!
	
Now	 in	 safe	 hands	 at	 the	 Seal	 Rescue	 Centre	 in	 Courtown,	 his	 wounds	 are
being	 treated	 with	 Manuka	 honey,	 an	 all	 organic	 and	 natural	 anti-septic,	 and
have	started	to	heal	up	nicely!	Already	being	a	big	and	otherwise	healthy	boy,
he	quickly	started	eating	all	the	fish	we	could	offer	him	and	is	well	on	his	way	to
full	recovery.	Please	always	remember	to	remove	and	safely	discard	any	fishing
gear	found	on	the	beach	to	protect	other	marine	animals	like	Pine!
	
If	you're	interested	in	adopting	Pine	and	supporting	his	rehabilitation,	check	out
our	adoption	packs	at	the	link	below!

Adopt	A	Seal

This	 December	 we	 hosted	 our	 first
ever	 Sustainable	 Christmas	 Market!
After	 the	 success	 of	 our	 Sustainable
Summer	 Market,	 we	 wanted	 to	 bring
the	community	together	once	again	to
celebrate	 the	 holidays	 with	 some
amazing,	local,	eco-friendly	vendors.	It
was	 a	 great	 day	 spent	 with	 unique
holiday	 shopping	 opportunities	 and
workshops	for	the	adults,	and	yummy
hot	chocolate	and	crafts	 for	the	kids!
We	 look	 forward	 to	 making	 this	 an
annual	event!
	
Looking	 for	 eco-friendly	 products	 to
start	off	the	new	year?	Check	out	our
list	of	local	vendors	who	supported	us

Sustainable	Christmas
Market

Recap	of	December



during	the	event!

Vendor	List

This	month	SRI	had	the	pleasure	of
attending	a	Wicklow	Girl	Guides
meeting	on	the	11th	of	December.	We
gave	a	presentation	about	our	seal
rescue	work,	and	led	an	Ecobrick
workshop	to	teach	the	girls	how	to
prevent	plastic	pollution	from	soft
plastic	waste.	The	highly	motivated
group	adopted	two	of	our	seals,
Sundew	and	Cherry	Blossom,	and
carried	out	a	sponsored	walk	in	aid	of
Seal	Rescue	Ireland	as	part	of	earning
their	hiking	badges.	This	amazing
effort	brought	in	over	€500	to	go
towards	our	hospital!		Thank	you	so
much	for	your	support	Wicklow	Girl
Guides!
	
Looking	for	SRI	to	bring	our	Marine
Conservation	Roadshow	to	your
school,	club	or	community	group?
Email
education@sealrescueireland.org	for
more	information!

Wicklow	Girl	Guides

This	 December	 we	 said	 goodbye	 to
many	 of	 our	 stong	 and	 healthy	 seal
pups	 who	 were	 finally	 ready	 for	 the
wild!	 While	 the	 stormy	 weather
unfortunately	forced	us	to	postpone	a
few	 release	 dates,	 we	 eventually
managed	 to	 send	 (Grey	 Seals)	 Dill,
Violet,	 Jasmine,	 Dulse,	 Kangaroo
Paw,	 Lavender,	 Basil	 and	 Chives
as	 well	 as	 (Common	 Seals)	 Catnip,
Magnolia	 and	 Primsose	 back	 to
their	 ocean	 home	 for	 the	 holidays.
Good	luck	out	there	pups!
	
For	photos	from	these	releases	or	info
on	 	 upcoming	 ones,	 be	 sure	 to	 like
and	 follow	our	 Facebook	page	at	 the
link	below!
	

Seals	Released	in
December

SRI	FB	Page

On	the	7th	of	December	SRI	invited
local	youth	groups	to	join	us	for	a	One
World	Week	Tree	Planting	Day!	'One
World	Week'	focuses	on	youth-led

One	World	Week



awareness,	education	and	action	that
takes	place	throughout	Ireland	every
year.	This	year's	theme	was	Climate
Action	and	the	Sustainable
Development	Goals!	Our	team
decided	to	celebrate	by	planting
native	trees	in	the	local	Courtown	area
as	a	way	to	promote	biodiversity	as
well	as	flight	climate	change!	Thanks
to	all	who	attended	and	got	their
hands	dirty!

This	month	we	welcomed	a	new
kennel	sponsor	and	long	time
supporter	of	SRI,	The	Upcycle
Movement!	The	Upcycle	Movement
brilliantly	repurposes	used	neoprene
wetsuits	into	gorgeous	and	creative
bags	and	accesories.	If	you	have	been
into	our	Rescue	Centre	you	have	likley
spotted	their	products	in	our	giftshop.
Not	only	do	these	products	keep
useful	materials	out	of	landfills,	but
10%	of	their	sales	go	directly	towards
the	care	of	our	seals	at	SRI!	We	are
super	excited	to	finally	have	their
name	displayed	prominently	above
one	of	our	seal	kennels!
	
If	you	are	interested	in	checking	out
some	of	their	amazing	and	unique
products	check	out	the	link	button.	

The	Upcycle	Movement

New	Kennel	Sponsorship

As	 the	 holidays	 come	 to	 a	 close	 its
time	get	rid	of	the	Christmas	tree.	But
what	 to	 do	 with	 it?	 You	 may	 be
thinking	 of	 throwing	 it	 away	 in	 a
dumpster	 destined	 for	 landfill,	 but
there	 is	an	eco-friendly	alternative!	 In
Ireland	you	can	recycle	your	Christmas
tree	at	dozens	of	locations	across	the
country.	 Local	 county	 councils	 are
taking	trees	in	the	month	of	January	to
be	 recycled	 into	 mulch	 and	 other

Recycling	Your	Christmas
Tree

Healthy	Seas.	Healthy	Seals.



usefull	 products.	 By	 recycling	 your
Christmas	 tree	 you	 are	 reducing
carbon	 emissions,	 since	 trees
produce	methane	gas	when	breaking
down	in	a	landfill.	In	some	areas,	used
Christmas	 trees	 are	 even	 used	 to
build	 dune	 structure	 to	 prevent
coastal	erosion!
	
For	 your	 nearest	 tree	drop-off	 centre
contact	 your	 local	 county	 council
office!

Our	volunteer	of	the	year	for	2019,	 is
Mel	 Robinson!	 This	 superwoman
wears	 many	 hats	 at	 SRI,	 including
Adoptions	 Coordinator,	 Director	 of
Animal	Care	as	well	as	a	Trustee.
	
If	you	have	adopted	a	seal	from	us	you
have	 likely	 communicated	 with	 Mel,
(who	is	lovingly	know	to	us	as	'Melfast'
from	 Belfast).	 She	 spends	 countless
hours	ensuring	our	 supporters	 	have
the	 best	 adoption	 experience
possible.	As	if	that's	not	enough,	she
also	volunteers	her	 time	coordinating
seal	 rescues,	 running	 our	 Instagram
page,	helping	at	nationwide	releases,
AND	 facilitating	 all	 of	 our	 Rescue
Network	 Volunteer	 trainings	 across
Ireland.	We're	not	sure	when	she	finds
time	 to	 sleep,	 especially	 considering
she	 has	 a	 full-time	 job	 in	 Northern
Ireland	as	well	as	a	high	maintenance
four-legged	 pup	 of	 her	 own	 named
Alfie!	 Thank	 you	 Mel	 for	 your	 faithful
support,	 incredibly	 hard	 work,	 and
dedication	to	our	team	and	our	seals
for	over	the	past	5	years!
	
Check	out	SRI's	Instagram	page	below
to	 see	 some	 of	 Mel's	 handiwork	 and
all	 the	 seal	 photos	 you	 could	 ever
want!

Volunteer	Of	The	YEAR	

Seal	Rescue	Superstar!



Instagram	Page

After	a	very	long	road	and	countless
hours	of	web	design	and	editing,	we
are	proud	to	announce	the	launch	of
SRI's	brand	new	website!	Our	new	and
improved	web	experience	will	feature
a	fresh	new	design,	interactive
learning	tools,	more	user	friendly
giftshop,	loads	of	educational	content
and	many	more	features!	Check	back
in	the	first	week	of	January	to	browse
through	the	new	and	improved	
website	at	www.sealrescueireland.org!

Website	Link

New	Year,	New	Website!

Join	SRI	this	January	at	the	first	Zero	Waste	Festival
of	 the	 year	 the	 25th-26th	 at	 the	 Science	 Gallery
Dublin.	 Zero	 Waste	 Festival	 is	 a	 community-run
initiative	 to	 facilitate	 zero	 waste	 networking,
learning,	 and	 sharing	 in	 Ireland.	 Come	 along	 for
Zero	 Waste	 themed	 market	 with	 vendors,	 info
stands,	 a	 wide	 range	 of	 talks	 and	 workshops	 on
both	 days	 plus	 a	 very	 popular	 swap	 shop.	 This
event	 is	 free	 for	 all	 and	 is	 in	 conjuction	 with	 the
Science	 Gallery's	 ongoing	 exhibition	 "PLASTIC".
Open	from	12pm-5pm	both	days,	we	hope	to	see
you	there!

Zero	Waste	Festival

FB	Event	Page

Looking	to	set	some	impactful	and
realistic	New	Years	Resolutions	for
2020?	Seal	Rescue	Ireland	has
teamed	up	with	LoveGorey.ie	to	bring
you	Green	Iniatives	for	2020.	A	easy
fool-proof	guide	to	introduce
sustainability	and	eco-friendly	living
into	your	lifestyle,	one	month	at	a
time.	We	will	be	covering	one	green
resolution	each	month	including:
Meatless	Mondays,	tree	planting,	'Walk
to	Work	Month'	and	many	more!	Stay
tuned	for	tips	and	tricks	in	our
upcoming	newsletters	and	join	us	in
our	journey	to	become	more
sustainable	throughout	the	new	year!

New	Years	Resolutions

Melanie	Croce

Upcoming	in	January



Executive	Director
Seal	Rescue	Ireland
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