January Pupdate!

The new year brought A LOT of new pups to our centre as storm Brendan
displaced many seals across Ireland, like Bottlebrush pictured above. January is
historically our busiest month for intakes, and following suit, we have brought in
19 new seals to the centre this month. We expect to see a decrease in seal
calls in February as this year's pups become older, stronger and more
independent.
Read on to find out how January went at SRI, who was released, who is our ‘seal
of the month’, and what exciting developments we have in store for the month
of February!

Seal Of The Month!
The seal of the month for January is Cloudberry, SRI’s first ever ringed seal
pup! If you follow us on Facebook or Instagram, you've likely already heard a lot
about her (she's kind of a big deal)! Reports of Cloudberry came as quite a
surprise back in early January when we first recieved photos of a small pup with
white fur. Upon closer inspection, we were shocked to see that it was not a grey
OR common seal, but an arctic seal species. Ringed seals are found in arctic
and sub-arctic waters and are not usually found in Ireland. In fact, she is the first
reported ringed seal in Ireland ever! Unfortunately, she swam off before our
rescue volunteers were able to lift her but thankfully she was sighted again on
the 12th of January, this time in Quilty, Co. Clare, and we were able to make the
rescue.
When she arrived to our centre she was a tiny 9.25kg. Ringed seals are smaller
than either of our native seal species with a birth weight of only around 5.0kg.
Since ringed seals are new territory for SRI, our animal care team reached out to
our colleagues at the Alaska SeaLife Centre and Pieterburen for advice. Her
species is more prone to stress, and with the risk of introducing non-native
diseases, Cloudberry has been kept in strict quarantine away from our other
seals. She has thrived so far with a fantastic appetite and has already gained
5.0kg. We are excited to see how she progresses and to explore possibilities of
release locations in the coming weeks.
If you're interested in adopting Cloudberry and supporting her rehabilitation,
check out our adoption packs at the link below!
Adopt A Seal

Recap of December
Bride's Head Seal Beach
Protection
Bride's Head Beach is a small rocky
cove located along the scenic Wicklow
coast Cliff which provides important
habitat for the local
population to engage
behaviours

(resting,

grey seal
in critical
breeding,

pupping, moulting). One of the primary
threats to seals is disturbance from
humans and dogs during critical rest
periods. Due to the threat of
disturbance and dog attacks, SRI has
collaborated with Wicklow Co Council
in order to erect signage closing off
public access to this small cove during
the breeding/pupping and molting
seasons (August - April).
Through the support and cooperation
of the public, this protection has been
a massive success for both seal
conservation

and

ecotourism!

As

seals have been able to rest relatively
undisturbed, they are gathering there
in large numbers within this safe
habitat, providing a unique wildlife
viewing
experience
for
embarking on the cliff walk.

those

For more information about our work
and how to get involved check out the
link below!
Research at SRI

New Website Launch
After a long time in the making we are
excited to announce the launch of our
new website! Now with a great new
design and better functionality you
can check out all the great material we
have for you about our work, outreach
and education, and how you can help
protect Ireland's seals!
If you haven't checked out our new
and improved website, go ahead and
click the link below!
Seal Rescue Ireland Wesbite

Seals Released in January
This January we sent four healthy
seals back to the wild! With the help of
a great group of corporate volunteers
from Adobe Dublin, we were able to
release

Green

Ivy,

Alyssum,

Mangrove and Wintergreen. Good
luck out there, pups!
For photos from these releases or info
on

upcoming ones, be sure to like

and follow our Facebook page at the
link below!

SRI FB Page

Healthy Seas. Healthy Seals.
Reuseable Coffee Cups
In Ireland 200 million single use coffee
cups are disposed of every year which
computes to 366 cups every minute!
Most of these will make their way into
a landfill doomed to never be used
again. A super simple solution to
combat this problem is purchasing a
reusable coffee cup. By switching to a
reusable coffee cup, you will save
120kg of CO2 from entering the
atmosphere if you drink a cup every
weekday. Since there is a big push to
become more sustainable, lots of
cafes will fill up your cup and some will
even reward you with money off your
coffee! Small, incremental changes
can make a BIG difference!
If you’d like to make the switch over to
a

reusable

coffee

cup

while

supporting SRI check out our shop at
the link below.
SRI Coffee Cup

Seal Rescue Superstar!
Volunteer Of The Month
Our volunteer of the month of January,
is Gerry Kenny, one of our fabulous
rescue network volunteers!
Gerry just joined the SRI team in
November of 2019, but has already
proven to be a huge asset to our
rescue efforts. In January alone, Gerry
transported several seals all the way
from Co Kerry, and even drove one
very sick pup the entire way to our
centre in Wexford, after having driven
yet another seal earlier that day! His
dedication really shows, and he gave
those very sick seal pups a better
chance. You can come visit one of
Gerry's

seals,

Geranium,

at

our

centre!
For more information about joining our
rescue network and becoming a hero
like Gerry, check out the link below!
Rescue Volunteering

Upcoming in February
Seal Dip and Release
On the 1st of February, SRI will be
hosting our annual seal dip followed
by a seal release. Similar to a 'polar
plunge', our bravest staff and interns
raise funds for SRI by running into the
VERY CHILLY Irish sea... brrr! To
support our staff and also get to see
some of our seals go back into the
wild, join us at North Beach, Courtown
Co. Wexford at 2pm the 1st of
February. We hope to see you there!
FB Event Page

Pub Quiz Fundraiser
Looking for a fun night out with friends
in aid of Seal Rescue Ireland? Come
join our pub quiz night! Hosted by our
energetic team at SRI, this quiz will
cover all sorts of topics (including
some seal related questions of
course)! Come and join us at 7:30pm
at the Coach House in Gorey, Co.
Wexford on the 20th of February for a
chance to test your knowledge and
win some awesome prizes. The entry
fee is only €20 for a team of four!

National Museum of
Ireland Family Open Day
Looking to meet some real life Nature
Heroes? Join SRI at the Natural History
Museum in Dublin for their family open
day celebrating natures heroes on the
22nd of February! We will be joined by
other organisations dedicated to
protecting Ireland's wildlife
including BirdWatch Ireland, Irish
Whale & Dolphin Group, Inland
Fisheries Ireland, The
Herpetological Society of Ireland
and more! Come on down for this free
and education event open from 10am4pm.

Ecobrick Presentation:
Natural Health Store
Interested in learning how to make
your own ecobricks and reduce your
plastic waste? Join our team at the
Natural Health Store in Wexford town
the 29th of February at 11am for a
presentation and workshop all about
ecobricks. Our team will teach you the

importance and benefits of making
ecobricks followed by a step-by step
workshop where you'll get to try and
make them yourself! Let's work
together to keep plastic out of the
oceans and out of the landfills!
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