
While	the	end	of	Grey	Seal	season	should	be	upon	us	at	SRI,	we	are	still	getting
lots	of	injured	and	exhausted	seal	pups	reported	due	to	the	winter	storms	that
have	 continued	 to	 batter	 Ireland's	 coasts.	 As	 we	 can	 only	 release	 rehabbed
pups	 into	 calm,	 safe	 conditions,	 these	 storms	 have	 also	 prevented	 us	 from
releasing	many	of	our	healthy	seals	this	month.	Hopefully	the	weather	will	calm
down	in	March	so	we	can	send	our	fat	and	healthy	seals	back	to	sea,	and	fewer
new	seals	will	require	our	help.	Our	animal	care	team	will	be	grateful	for	a	much
deserved	rest	before	Common	Seal	pupping	season	hits	us	before	we	know	it!
	
Read	 on	 to	 find	 out	 what	 else	 has	 happened	 in	 February,	 what	 seals	 we
managed	to	release,	and	what	we	have	in	store	for	March!

February	Pupdate!	



Seal	Of	The	Month!
The	seal	of	 the	month	 for	February	 is	Clover!	She	 is	a	 female	grey	seal	pup
found	 in	 Courtmacsherry,	 County	 Cork	 on	 1st	 February.	 Upon	 receiving	 the
report	from	concerned	members	of	the	public,	it	was	clear	that	she	was	in	need
of	help.	Clover	was	found	with	several	injuries	on	her	back,	abdomen,	and	rear
flippers.	 Judging	 by	 how	 straight	 the	 wounds	 were,	 we	 have	 good	 reason	 to
believe	that	she	was	struck	by	the	propellor	of	a	boat.	In	addition	to	her	bodily
injuries,	some	discolouration	in	her	right	iris	pointed	to	an	eye	injury.	
	
Since	her	arrival	at	the	Seal	Rescue	Centre	for	treatment,	Clover	has	shown	to
have	 a	 lively	 personality	 despite	 her	 trauma,	 and	 always	 perks	 up	 when	 her
carers	 come	 around...	 especially	 for	 feeding	 time!	 Her	 wounds	 are	 steadily
healing	and	she	is	putting	on	weight	since	being	moved	to	a	kennel	with	plenty
of	space	to	move	around,	which	she	always	seems	keen	to	do!	She	also	now
has	a	bath	to	swim	in,	and	a	cozy	heat	mat,	so	we	hope	she	continues	to	make
great	progress	towards	recovery!
	
If	you'd	like	to	adopt	Clover	to	support	her	through	rehabilitation,	click	the	link
below!

Adopt	A	Seal

SRI	 had	 some	 exciting	 	 events	 over
the	past	month	to	raise	money		for	the
centre	 during	 this	 very	 busy	 time	 of
year!	 We	 would	 like	 to	 thank	 all	 of
those	who	supported	our	interns	and
staff	during	our	icy	cold	Seal	Dip,	and
our	pub	quiz	fundraiser,	both	of	which
brought	 in	 vital	 funds	 for	 the	 care	 of
our	seals!	Big	congrats	to	the	winners
of	 our	 pub	 quiz	 "The	 Blow-ins"	 and
their	prize	of	a	seal	adoption	pack!	
	
If	you	want	to	host	a	fundraiser	in	aid
of	 Seal	 Rescue	 Ireland	 contact
events@sealrescueireland.org.

February	Fundraisers

In	February,	SRI	began	an	exciting	new
habitat	restoration	project	in	Glen
Aoibhinn,	Riverchapel	in	Co.
Wexford.	In	partnership	with	'Plant	and
Grow	for	Tomorrow',	the	goal	of	this
project	is	to	restore	riverside	habitat
by	planting	over	3000	native
trees!	This	project	will	contribute	to
tackling	climate	change,	improve
water	quality,	promote	and	protect
both	terrestrial	and	marine
biodiversity,	enhance	the	beauty	of
the	surrounding	area,	and	empower
members	of	the	local	community	to
take	real	action	on	the	wider

Watershed	Restoration
Project

Recap	of	February



environmental	crisis.	In	February
alone,	our	team	worked	alongside
dozens	of	community	members	to
plant	1,150	trees	on	the	site	so	far!
Our	efforts	will	continue	over	the
coming	weeks	until	we	hit	our	target.
	
To	sign	up	to	get	your	hands	dirty	and
help	with	our	tree	planting	efforts,
register	at	the	link	below!

Event	Page

February	 started	 strong	 with	 our
annual	'Seal	Dip'	and	Release	event	in
Courtown	 on	 1st	 Feb,	 where	 we
released	Pine,	Hazel,	Waterlily,	and
Aloe.	 Since	 then,	 we	 were	 able	 to
release	 eight	 more	 seals	 throughout
the	 month:	 Wisteria,	 Spruce
and	Trollius	on	the	20th	of	February,
and	 Bearbery,	 Amaryllis,	 Holly,
Orchid	 and	 Poppy	 on	 the	 23rd	 of
February.	We	are	so	proud	to	be	able
to	give	 these	pups	a	second	chance
in	 the	 wild,	 while	 making	 room	 for
more	seals	in	need	of	our	help	at	the
Centre.	Good	luck	out	there	pups!

Interested	in	attending	a	SRI	release?
Check	 out	 our	 Facebook	 page	 for
upcoming	releases!

Seals	Released	in
February!

SRI	FB	Page

If	 you’ve	 been	 to	 the	 Seal	 Rescue
Centre	 for	 a	 tour	 or	 presentation,
you've	 probably	 learned	 that	 climate
change	has	a	huge	affect	on	seals	as
well	 as	 the	 entire	 natural	 world.

Meatless	Monday	March

Healthy	Seas.	Healthy	Seals.



Climate	Change	is	caused	by	the	build
up	of	greenhouse	gases,	like	CO2	and
Methane,	 in	Earth's	atmosphere.	One
of	 the	 largest	 contributors	 of	 CO2
emissions	 worldwide	 is	 livestock
production,	which	emits	an	estimated
7.1	Gigatones	every	year!
	
This	 month,	 join	 the	 growing
movement	of	shifting	towards	a	plant-
based	 diet	 with	 a	 simple	 Meatless
Monday!	 An	 easy	 place	 to	 start,
choose	to	go	meat	free	just	one	day	a
week,	 and	 it's	 the	 same	 CO2
equivalent	 as	 leaving	 your	 car	 in	 the
garage	for	an	entire	week!
	
If	 you’re	 looking	 for	 inspiration,	 visit	
the	 link	 below	 for	 great	 recipes	 and
info	on	 the	benefits	 of	 reducing	your
meat	intake!

Meatless	Monday	Website

Our	 volunteer	 for	 the	 month	 of
February	 is	one	of	our	handiest	 team
members,	 Alexey!	 Alexey	 has
volunteered	 his	 time	 and	 impressive
carpentry	 skills	 at	 the	 Seal	 Rescue
Centre	 for	 multiple	 years	 now.	 When
our	 hospital	 needs	 structural
improvements	 or	 important
maintanence	 projects	 come	 up,	 we
alwasy	know	we	can	call	upon	Alexey.
Despite	his	busy	schedule,	he	always
finds	 the	 time	 to	 get	 us	 back	 on
track!	 	 His	 projects	 have	 included
building	 fences,	 fixing	 gates,	 helping
rebuild	 kennels	 and	 ICU	 walls,	 and
even	 creating	 dividing	 boards	 to
seperate	 seals	 in	 the	 kennels.	 His
work	 has	 helped	 SRI	 ensure	 a	 safe
and	 secure	 facility	 for	 providing	 the
best	level	of	animal	care	for	our	seals.
	
Check	 out	 our	 website	 at	 the	 link
below	for	all	of	our	amazing	volunteer
opportunites.

Volunteer	Of	The	Month	

Volunteering	at	Seal	Rescue
Ireland

Seal	Rescue	Superstar!

Upcoming	in	March



While	the	Seal	Rescue	Centre	will	be
closed	to	the	public	on	St.	Paddy’s
Day,	you'll	be	able	to	find	our	team
representing	at	the	annual	St.	Paddys
Day	parade	in	Gorey,	Co.	Wexford!	We
are	excited	to	unveil	our	seal-themed
float	alongside	all	the	other	groups
and	businesses	from	our	local	area.
The	parade	starts	at	3pm	and	goes
from	the	top	of	the	main	street.	Come
out	and	join	in	at	the	St.	Paddy’s
celebrations!

Parade	Event	Page	

St.	Paddy's	Day

Come	celebrate	World	Wildlife	Day	with
us	on	the	7th	and	8th	of	March	at	Seal
Rescue	Ireland!	We	will	be	holding	a
family	fun	event	featuring	wildlife
themed	kid's	activities,	a	discovery
tour,	face	painting,	crafts	and	more.
This	year's	World	Wildlife	Day	theme	is
“Sustaining	all	Life	on	Earth”	so	we'll	all
be	exploring	ways	to	protect	Ireland’s
biodiversity.	
	
For	more	information,	check	out	the
event	page	on	our	new	website	at	the
link	below!

World	Wildlife	Day

Event	Page

Interested	in	learning	how	to	reduce
plastic	pollution?	You're	invited	to	our
ecobrick	workshop	at	the	Natural
Health	Store	in	Kilkenny	on	the	21st	of
March	to	learn	all	about	the
importance	of	eco	bricks,	followed	by
a	hands-on	demonstration	led	by	our
team.	Join	us	from	11am	to	12pm	for	a
unique	and	informative	day!	Free	to
attend.

Ecobrick	Workshop:
Kilkenny

Melanie	Croce
Executive	Director
Seal	Rescue	Ireland

Seal	Rescue	Ireland
Courtown
Co.	Wexford
0871955393
info@sealrescueireland.org
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