May Pupdate!

Summer has officially arrived here in Ireland! While we would love to have our
Visitor Centre open to welcome you for tours, we are continuing to follow
government guidelines and will remain closed for the time being. With the first
rescue of a common seal pup in Northern Ireland earlier this month we are busy
at the centre preparing for our first new arrivals which should start any day now!
We are also excited to announce the winning name theme for this upcoming
year, that will start with the first Common Seal....Celestial Bodies! Thank you
to everyone who cast their vote on our Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram pages!
Read on to find out what SRI has been up to during the month of May, and learn
about our exciting, new projects coming your way in June!

Seal Of The Month!
The seal of the month for May is Scribbly Gum! We are pleased to announce
that after months of waiting, and two failed attempts due to a chest infection,
Scribbly Gum has finally had surgery to remove his injured eye, and is now
healing wonderfully!
Scribbly Gum came to us in early January with a severely injured right eye
causing blindness. Due to a build up of pressure and protrusion which could
have caused severe problems in the future if left unaddressed. Due to COVID19 travel restrictions, and a lingering chest infection, it has taken months for the
surgery to get the green light, but now that he's safely on his post-op road to
recovery, he should finally be preparing for release! As seals mainly use their
whiskers to locate prey, they are well equipped to survive in the wild with only
one eye, so we look forward to giving Scribbly Gum that opportunity.
Check out the link below to help Scribbly Gum through the rest of his rehab!
Adopt-A-Seal

May Updates
Entangled Seals
Meet Wax Myrtle! He is a male grey
seal pup who was rescued on the
23rd of May in Nohoval Cove, Co. Cork.
Although Wax Myrtle is a bit older than
our usual intakes, at around 6 months
old, he appeared to have had a
serious

entanglement

around

his

neck (most likely fishing gear) that had
since come off leaving behind large,
open wounds around his neck.
Unfortunately, this is not the first time
this season we've had to rescue a
seal due to similar circumstances. You
may
remember
Pine
and
Honeysuckle, two other grey seals
who were admitted earlier this season
with fishing net, and fishing line
(respectively) wrapped tight around
their necks. Thankfully, both seals
were spotted by caring members of
the public, were brought quickly into
SRI's

care,

and

were

eventually

released strong and healthy. However,

most seals and other marine animals
who become entangled in fishing gear
aren't so lucky. It's estimated that
sadly over 100,000 marine mammals
die every year from becoming
entangled in discarded fishing gear.
This is why it is extremely important to
only support sustainable fisheries,
which ensure fishing gear is always
responsibly disposed. You can also
help
by
a
#2minutebeachclean

doing
and

removing fishing gear whenever you
find it on the beach. Prevention is
always the best medicine!
Keep a look out on our Facebook
page for updates on Wax Myrtle's
progress as he slowly heals and
regains his strength!
SRI Facebook Page

Seals Released in May
This month we said goodbye to four
healthy grey seals: Poplar, Cardinal,
Nightshade and Prickly Pear! You
may remember Cardinal and Prickly
Pear were

a part of our ALONE

Campaign which raised €1,185 for
ALONE Ireland, a charity working in the
frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic.
While we have been unable to invite
our supporters to join us for these
joyous

releases

due

to

social

distancing measures, we hope to
open them back up in the coming
months. Until then, we invite you all to
join us remotely via livestreams!
To rewatch the livestream of these
releases, check out our Facebook

page!
SRI FB Page

Courtown Biodiversity
Assesments
SRI has undertaken a new biodiversity
project in our own backyard in North
Wexford! This past month our team
started a local biodiversity study of our
surrounding

Courtown

woods

and

local coastline. The goal is to collect
data to recognise the biodiversity of
Courtown

including

trees,

plants,

mammals, insects and birds. As these
woods are a small remainder of the
native, deciduous forests that once
covered Ireland, it is important to
protect this precious habitat by first
understanding what's here.
This project will be ongoing and we
will hopefully get some
great
information about what is living around
us in order to protect and enhance it
for the future!

Healthy Seas. Healthy Seals.
Environmental Impacts of
Covid-19 Waste
In last month's newsletter we shared
with you the many ways that you can
continue to be eco-friendly during the
COVID-19

pandemic

response,

including using reuseable items and
properly disposing of PPE.
Unfortunately, the issue of improper
glove and mask waste disposal has hit
close to home since. A concerned
citizen sent us a video from Dublin
Bay of a young grey seal, surrounded
by PPE litter in its habitat, carrying a
discarded glove in its mouth! As
curious creatures, seals will inspect
and play with whatever they find in
their environment. But this can cause
irreparable damage if ingested, and
could possibly be fatal. We implore all
of our supporters to please opt for
zero-waste

methods

like

hand

sanitizer and reusable masks, and as
always, please properly dispose of all
litter.
We are in this together and that
includes looking out for our flippered
friends!

Seal Plays with Mask Video

Seal Rescue Superstar!
Volunteer Of The Month
Our volunteer for the month of April is
our amazing Marketing and Media
Intern Emma! Emma joined SRI in
October of last year, and was a fast
learner and soon in charge of creating
content for many different aspects of
our work. If you've enjoyed any of our
recent release videos you can rest
assured
camera.

Emma was
She
has

behind the
also
been

instrumental in content creation for
our adoption programme and brand
new

membership

experience.

We

want to thank Emma for all of her hard
work over the last 7 months and we're
excited to see what great projects
she'll help with in the future!
Interested in volunteering with Seal
Rescue Ireland? Check out the link
below!
Volunteering at Seal Rescue
Ireland

Upcoming in June
The Dodo "Comeback
Kids"
SRI is excited to announce that our
team's work is being featured in a new
episode of The Dodo's "Comeback
Kids", due to be aired mid-June
across social media platforms. Join us
for this amazing journey of a very
special seal you may remember, from
their rescue and arrival at our Seal
Rescue Centre, through rehabilitation,
up to the very exciting release. Look
out for the launch of this episode,
which

we'll

be

sharing

across

Facebook, Instagram and Twitter, to
see who the star is!
Can't wait for SRI's episode? Check
out some other heart-warming animal
stories from "Comeback Kids" below!
Comeback Kids

Remote Rescue Training
SRI's life saving work continues on
and we need your help! If you live
anywhere in the Republic of Ireland
and have ever been interested in

joining our team as a rescue network
volunteer, THIS may be your chance!
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are
now offering rescue network training
events virtually for the first time ever to
prepare for the upcoming common
and grey seal seasons. This 2.5 hr
training will cover all the basics of
proper seal handling and transport so
you can join us as our frontline in
getting sick and injured seals to our
hospital for life saving care.
Email
volunteer@sealrescueireland.org

to

sign up!

Thank you to our New Members!
With Membership May drawing to a close we wanted to give a huge THANK
YOU to all of our new members who signed up this past month! Your monthly
donation will go directly towards continuing our work and our mission: Healthy
Seas, Healthy Seals. We hope you enjoy all the benefits and content your
membership provides, so keep an eye on your online membership platform for
more to come!
Not a member yet? Sign up at the link below and start saving seals today!
Membership Page
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