
July	has	come	and	gone	with	a	fair	amount	of	ups	and	downs.	We	had	to	face
some	hard	goodbyes,	but	also	welcomed	 the	opportunity	 to	give	even	more
orphaned	Common	pups	a	second	chance	at	survival.	Over	the	last	few	weeks
our	now	18	pups	have	certainly	been	keeping	us	on	our	toes!	Excitingly,	a	few
of	these	young	ones	have	been	showing	interest	in	eating	fish	on	their	own	and
taking	that	important	first	meal	independently.	All	of	our	sweet	pups	have	been
consistently	delighting	the	public	as	we	have	hosted	a	great	number	of	visitors
for	our	 in-depth	 'Seal	Feed	and	Enrichment	Experience'	over	 four	pre-booked
time	slots	each	day.	Not	to	mention	our	final	three	Grey	Seals	from	last	season
still	 in	 the	pools,	who	have	been	enjoying	 the	 steady	 stream	of	 fish	 that	our
participants	get	to	feed	them!
	
Read	on	to	see	what	else	we've	been	up	to	in	July	and	what	we	have	in	store	for
August!

July	Pupdate!	



Seal	Of	The	Month!
Meet	our	seal	of	the	month	Moon!	Moon	is	a	male	Common	seal	pup	who	was
found	on	the	14th	of	July	on	Cromane	Beach,	Co	Kerry.	The	finder	noticed	that
Moon's	face	was	very	swollen	so	we	made	the	decision	to	bring	him	in.	Upon
arrival	at	our	centre	Moon	was	found	to	have	a	severe	injury	to	his	face	causing
the	extensive	swelling.	As	pups	get	older	and	start	to	explore	the	world	around
them	they	may	encounter	new	risks.
	
One	of	these	risks,	which	we	believe	is	to	be	the	cause	of	his	injury,	are	animal
attacks.	The	most	common	animal	to	attack	seals	resting	on	beaches	in	Ireland,
and	 the	 likely	 reason	 for	Moon's	 injury,	 are	 unfortunately	 pet	 dogs.	 As	more
people	are	out	on	the	beaches	with	their	dogs,	it's	easy	for	them	to	run	up	to
seals	 and	 start	 fights.	 Seals	 will	 usually	 be	 on	 the	 losing	 end	 as	 they	 can't
escape	or	maneuver	quickly	on	land.	

	We	always	recommend	keeping	your
dog	 on	 a	 leash	 while	 in	 public,	 and
especially	 on	 beaches	 where	 seals
are	 present,	 to	 prevent	 any	 further
injuries	 to	seals	 like	Moon.	Thankfully
he	 is	 a	 strong	boy	and	 is	 healing	up
quickly.
	
Check	out	the	link	below	to	Adopt-A-
Seal	today	and	support	seals	like
Moon	currently	in	our	care!

Adopt-A-Seal

While	 we	 haven't	 been	 able	 to	 fully
open	our	centre	to	the	public	for	drop-
in	 visits,	 our	 Seal	 Feed	 and
Enrichment	 Experience	 has	 been
going	 swimmingly!	 We've	 added	 an
extra	time-slot,	so	now	you	can	book

Book	Your	Experience!

July	Updates



in	for	the	in-depth,	behind-the-scenes
experience	at	10AM,	12:30PM,	3PM	or
5PM.	
	
This	experience	 is	proving	to	be	very
popular,	 so	we	 recommend	booking
at	 least	 a	 week	 in	 advance	 to
avoid	dissappointment.	Join	us	to	learn
about	 marine	 mammal	 rehabilitation
while	helping	us	feed	our	seal	pups	in
care!

For	more	information	and	to	make	bookings	visit	the	link	below!

SRI	was	all	over	the	news	this	month
as	 radio,	 print	 and	 television	 was
abuzz	 about	 our	 unique	 and
innovative	 wetsuit	 mommas!	 These
devices,	 made	 of	 upcycled	 wetsuit
and	sail	material,	are	designed	to	give
our	tiniest	pups	some	comfort	while	in
care.	Devised	and	created	by	friend	of
SRI,	 Lynn	 Haughton,	 they	 replicate
their	 mum's	 body	 and	 give	 them
something	 to	 snuggle	 up	 with.	 It	 is
very	 important	 to	 prevent	 our	 pups
from	 getting	 attached	 to	 our	 staff
during	 their	 time	 with	 us,	 so	 these
surrogate	mums	 give	 the	 little	 cuties
something	 to	 connect	 with	 instead.
Read	and	watch	the	full	story	in	RTÉ	in
case	you	missed	it!

'Wetsuit	Mums'	Make	the
News

Check	it	out!

As	 many	 of	 you	 may	 know	 from	 our
social	 media	 updates,	 we	 tragically
lost	 one	 of	 our	 most	 loved	 rescue
seals,	 Tea	 Tree.	 Being	 blind	 in	 both
eyes,	 he	was	 not	 fit	 for	 the	wild	 and
was	intended	to	live	his	life	out	safely
and	happily	in	a	permanent	enclosure
at	Fota	Wildlife	Park.	Before	his	move,
Tea	 Tree	 needed	 surgery	 on	 one	 of
his	eyes	as	it	risked	further	injury	and
infection.	 While	 coming	 off	 the
anesthesia	 Tea	 Tree	 stopped
breathing	 and,	 despite	 all	 the	 best
efforts	 by	 the	 vet	 team	 at	 UCD
Veterinary	Hospital,	he	was	not	able	to
be	resuscitated.
	
Tea	 Tree’s	memory	will	 live	 on	 in	 the

Rest	In	Peace	Tea	Tree

Book	Now!



people	he	inspired,	from	our	staff	and
interns	to	the	visitors	who	got	to	meet
him,	and	of	course	the	adopters	who
helped	him	along	the	way.	Thank	you
for	 all	 the	 kind	 words	 from	 our
wonderful	 supporters	 who	 have
offered	their	sympathies	to	our	team.

Read	more	on	our	Facebook	Page

Massive	 thank	 you	 to	 everyone	 who
joined	 us	 in	 Plastic	 Free	 July	 this
month!	 We’ve	 had	 so	 many	 people
reaching	 out	 to	 let	 us	 know	 about
plastic-free	 changes	 they	 have	made
in	 their	 lives;	 it’s	been	 really	 inspiring
to	 hear	 from	 so	 many	 people
embracing	 this	 important	 message.
We	 hope	 you’ve	 learned	 a	 little	 bit
more	 about	 how	 plastic	 waste	 and
microplastics	can	be	so	harmful	to	our
seals	 and	 other	 wildlife	 and	 that	 you
are	motivated	to	bring	new	zero-waste
tips	 and	 tricks	 forward	 into	 lasting,
greener	everyday	habits.
	
Choose	 to	 refuse	 single-use
plastics	 and	 be	 part	 of	 the
solution!

Plastic	Free	July	Wraps
up!

Do	you	wish	your	food	wasn’t	sold	all	wrapped	in
plastic?	Wish	there	was	an	easy	way	to	make	that
known?	Here’s	the	perfect	opportunity	to	tell	local
supermarkets	how	you	feel!	You	can	fill	out	one	of
these	 postcards	 in	 our	 visitor	 centre	 and	 post	 it
into	the	box	in	the	gift	shop,	OR	sign	Friends	of	the
Earth's	 online	 petition	 at	 the	 link	 below.	 As
consumers,	 we	 all	 have	 the	 right	 to	 demand
positive	change	to	protect	our	planet's	future.	

Sick	of	Plastic?	Let	Companies
Know!

Write	your	own	plastic-free	postcard!

National	 Heritage	Week	 is	 coming	 up
on	 15th-22nd	 August	 and	 SRI	 is
taking	part	 in	 this	 annual	 nation-wide
celebration	 of	 Irish	 culture!	 Our
contribution	 will	 be	 a	 short	 film

Learning	From	Our
Heritage

Coming	Up	In	August



exploring	 the	 theme	 of	 Learning
From	Our	Heritage	as	we	 examine
how	 civilisations	 thoughout	 Ireland's
history	have	interacted	with	Wexford’s
natural	 resources	 throughout	 the
ages.	 Local	 shanakee	 (Irish	 story-
teller)	Lorraine	of	Gallivanting	Tours
shares	 fascinating	 tales	 from	 history
and	 folklore	 alongside	 stunning
visuals	 that	will	 cast	 light	 on	 how	we
can	 benefit	 from	 the	 wisdom	 of	 our
ancestors	 while	 paying	 tribute	 to
Courtown’s	woodlands.

Learn	More

Growing	 up	 between	 Turkey	 and	 the
Netherlands,	 Shiva	 would	 beg	 her
parents	 to	 take	 her	 to	 visit	 the	 seal
rehabilitation	 centre	 in	 Pieterburen.
She	dreamt	of	being	on	the	other	side
of	 the	glass,	working	with	seals,	ever
since	she	adopted	one	at	the	age	of
four.

That	dream	came	true	last	year	when
she	 started	 an	 internship	 at
Pieterburen	 to	 supplement	 her
studies	in	Animal	Management	at	Van
Hall	 Larenstein	 University	 of	 Applied
Sciences.	She	joined	us	at	SRI	earlier
this	 year	 to	 learn	 ever	 more.	 Shiva’s
amazing	 work-ethic	 and	 persistent
smile	has	left	a	lasting	impression,	not
to	mention	the	legacy	of	co-starring	as
“Scientist	 Shiva”	 in	 our	 forthcoming
eight-part	 educational	 video	 series
(stay	tuned!).	Thank	you	for	all	your
hard	work	Shiva!

Volunteer	Of	The	Month	

August	is	a	big	month	for	taking
holidays	and	lots	of	us	are	looking	to
have	mini	excursions	while	travel

Green	Travel:
Environmentally	Friendly

Holiday	Tips

Seal	Rescue	Superstar!

Find	out	more	about	volunteering	at	SRI

Healthy	Seas.	Healthy	Seals.



restrictions	are	still	in	place.	While
staying	near	home	is	environmentally
friendly	in	itself,	we've	listed	below
some	great	ways	to	keep	your	"stay-
cations"	even	greener!
1.	Be	a	Responsible	Guest:
Protect	the	natural	area	by	keeping
to	trails	and	public	footpaths,	do	not
remove	plants	or	feed	animals,	and
don't	litter!
2.	Bring	Reusable	Items:	Bring
your	own	water	bottle,	coffee	cup	and
utensils	to	avoid	having	to	purchase
single-use	plastic.
3.	Support	Local	Businesses:
Shop	at	local	business	when
shopping	and	choose	local	artisan	or
handcrafted	goods	when	buying
souvenirs.
	
For	more	green	travel	tips,	check	out
the	link	below!

Read	More	Green	Travel	Tips!
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