
As	 the	 summer	 is	 starting	 to	 wind	 down,	 August	 has	 hit	 us	 with	 some	 wild
weather,	 bringing	 in	 a	 whirlwind	 of	 new	 pups	 into	 trouble.	 We	 now	 have	 a
staggering	26	planetary	pups	in	our	care,	as	well	as	our	big	boy	Wax	Myrtle
who	is	ready	and	just	days	away	from	release.	Eight	of	our	little	common	seals
have	already	graduated	to	the	pools	and	are	competing	and	eating	well.	But
one	of	the	biggest	surprises	came	early	in	the	month	when	we	received	calls
about	 not	 one,	 but	 two,	 premature	 Grey	 Seal	 pups!	 Typically,	 Grey	 Seal
pupping	season	doesn't	start	until	September,	so	this	was	a	new	record	early
for	a	white	coat	rescue	at	SRI:	4th	August!
	
Amidst	the	tempestuous	weather,	and	with	plenty	of	new	patients	to	keep	us
on	our	 toes,	we	were	at	 least	afforded	some	peaceful	 seas	so	 that	we	were
able	to	say	goodbye	to	two	of	our	final	3	Greys	from	last	season,	Scribbly	Gum
and	Echinacea.	Watching	this	pair	galumph	back	into	the	sea,	especially	after
Scribbly's	long	road	to	recovery	after	eye	surgery,	certainly	lifted	our	spirits!
	
Read	on	to	see	what	else	we've	been	up	to	in	August	and	what	we
have	in	store	for	September!

August	Pupdate!	



Seal	Of	The	Month!
	Meet	our	seal	of	the	month	Venus!	A	female	Common	seal	pup,	Venus	was
found	on	the	18th	of	August	on	Balscadden	Beach,	Howth,	Co.	Dublin.	It	was
immediately	evident	that	she	was	in	urgent	need	of	help,	as	she	had	a	fishing
lure	pierced	through	her	upper	lip	still	attached	to	fishing	line.	
	
Threats	come	in	many	forms	for	curious	or	desperately	hungry	young	pups,	and
this	 time	 it	was	 a	 common	 culprit:	 fishing	 gear.	 In	 the	warm	August	weather
many	 people	 have	 surely	 been	 enjoying	 some	 recreational	 fishing.	 However,
this	activity	can	have	dire	consequences	for	marine	life	if	fishing	gear	is	dumped
or	left	behind.	
	
With	the	help	of	our	veterinarian	 in	Gorey,	the	fish	hook	was	quickly	removed
from	 her	 lip	 and	 we	 began	 minor	 wound	 care	 and	 rehabilitation.	 Sadly,	 we
couldn't	get	very	far	as,	shortly	after	being	admitted	to	SRI,	Venus	passed	away.
The	 hook	would	 have	 prevented	 her	 from	eating	 for	 an	 unknown	 amount	 of
time,	 leaving	 her	weak	 and	 her	 immune	 system	 compromised.	 At	 that	 point,
even	a	minor	 infection	would	have	been	enough	to	overtake	her	fragile	body,
and	 the	 suggestion	 of	 previous	 pneumonia	 in	 the	 necropsy	 would	 certainly
account	 for	her	quick	decline.	Without	a	strong	 immune	system	to	overcome
the	infection,	as	well	as	added	stress	and	trauma	from	the	injury,	the	little	seal
sadly	couldn't	pull	through.
	
Please	help	us	to	prevent	this	from	happening	to	other	seals	like	Venus!	If	you
or	someone	you	know	likes	to	go	fishing,	make	sure	to	responsibly	take	all	gear
home	with	you,	and	take	care	not	to	lose	anything	during	the	day.

By	adopting	another	seal	in	our	care,	you	are	supporting	SRI's	efforts	to	rescue
vulnerable	pups,	as	well	as	build	our	education	and	outreach	efforts	to	protect
other	wild	seals	from	being	entangled	like	Venus!

Adopt-A-Seal

Grey	Seal	Pups	have	been	popping	up

Grey	Pup	Season	Has
Begun

August	Updates



all	around	Ireland's	coast	already!	That
means	we	 all	 have	 to	 do	 our	 part	 to
ensure	 that	 these	 vulnerable	 babies
are	 kept	 safe	 and	 undisturbed.	 Grey
seal	pups	are	born	with	a	white	coat	of
lanugo	 fur	 which	 is	 not	 waterproof,
which	 means	 they	 must	 spend	 the
first	3-4	weeks	of	 life	on	land	nursing
from	 their	 mother.	 It	 is	 essential	 we
give	 these	pups	plenty	of	 space	and
do	 not	 attempt	 to	 put	 them	 in	 the
water!
	
There	 is	 no	 better	 time	 to	 join	 our
Volunteer	 Rescue	 Network!
Whether	 you	 live	 on	 the	 coast	 or	 in
the	 Midlands,	 we	 need	 your	 help	 to
monitor,	 lift	 and	 transport	 seal	 pups
from	 across	 Ireland	 to	 our	 Centre	 in
Courtown.	 Find	 out	 more	 about
upcoming	 remote	 training
sessions	at	the	link	below!

Find	Out	More!

Showcase	 your	 commitment	 to	 wildlife
conservation	 by	 sponsoring	 one	 of	 our	 seal
hospital's	 Intensive	 Care	 Units	 (ICU)!	 Your
name/logo	 will	 be	 featured	 on	 the	 medical	 chart
above	 one	 of	 our	 pup's	 ICU	 enclosure.	 SRI’s
sponsorship	 programme	 also	 offers	 you	 the
unique	 opportunity	 to	 promote	 your	 business,
organisation	or	group	to	our	international	following.
Sponsorship	 of	 an	 ICU	 for	 one	 year	 costs	 just
€400.
	
You	 may	 also	 choose	 to	 sponsor	 one	 of	 our
kennels	 or	 pools	 on	 an	 annual	 basis!	 These
sponsorships	 provide	 crucial	 funding	 for	 SRI	 to
continue	our	seal	rescue	and	conservation	efforts.
Join	us	today	and	become	a	prominent	member	of
the	SRI	community!

You	Can	Sponsor	an	ICU!

Sponsorship	Opportunities

In	 August	 we	 explored	 the	 treasures
our	Irish	heritage	here	in	Courtown	by
creating	 a	 video	 featuring	 stunning
aerial	 footage	 of	 the	 local	 woodland.
Throughout	 National	 Heritage
Week	 we	 looked	 at	 how	 there	 is
much	 to	 be	 learned	 from	 our
ancestors	 when	 it	 comes	 to
protecting	 life-giving	 waterways	 and
preserving	and	regenerating	forests	in
our	 country.	 Irish	 culture	 and
mythology	is	rife	with	the	highlights	of

"Our	Heritage"	Video
Released



our	 natural	 resources,	 from	 tales	 of
selkies	 to	 the	 Salmon	 of	 Knowledge,
river	goddesses	to	forest	spirits.	Now,
more	 than	 ever,	 we	 must	 remember
our	 roots	 and	 renew	 our	 value	 for
these	 precious	 natural	 assets	 and
protect	them	at	all	costs!
	
You	can	enjoy	the	video	by	clicking	the
link	below!

Watch	the	Video

Our	 team	 is	 undertaking	 a	 massive
challenge	 to	 raise	 much	 needed
funds	 for	 our	 centre	 during	 this
challenging	 time.	 Despite	 already
working	 long	 hours	 in	 physically
exhausting	 job	 of	 caring	 for	 our	 seal
pups,	our	 interns	are	pledging	to	run
or	 walk	 117K	 this	 September--that's
one	 kilometer	 for	 every	 seal	 we
rescued	in	2019!
	
If	you	want	 to	 join	 in,	you	can	set	up
your	 very	 own	 Facebook	 fundraiser,
set	a	target	that	you	want	to	raise,	and
get	 your	 friends	 to	 pledge	 donations
for	 you	 on	 your	way	 to	 117K!	 To	 get
those	kms	up,	why	not	try	walking	or
running	to	work,	lowering	your	carbon
footprint	 and	 helping	 protect	 seals
against	the	effects	of	climate	change!
	
To	learn	more	about	how	to	take	part,
contact:		events@sealrescueireland.org

Seal	Stride	September!

Our	food	choices	have	a	huge	impact
on	 marine	 ecosystems!	 This	 month,
be	 aware	 of	 the	 food	 you	 are
consuming!

Choosing	Organic	Can
Help	Our	Oceans

Coming	Up	In	September

Healthy	Seas.	Healthy	Seals.



1.	Eat	Organic:	Organic	produce
uses	only	20	varieties	of	pesticides,	all
of	which	are	derived	from	natural
ingredients,	compared	to	almost	300
pesticides	used	in	regular	farming.
These	chemicals	run	off	into	rivers
and	eventually	the	sea,	lowering	the
water	quality	and	rendering	marine
animals	(like	seals!)	more	susceptible
to	illness.
2.	Eat	Local:	Sourcing	local	foods
means	reducing	the	amount	of	fossil
fuels	used	in	the	transportation,
contributing	to	climate	change.	More
energy	is	needed	to	refrigerate	and
store	foreign	foods,	plus	more
packaging	is	needed	to	keep	it	fresh,
which	means	more	dreaded	plastic,
which	is	harmful	to	wildlife	in	the
environment!
3.	Eat	Seasonal:	Supermarkets
stocking	every	fruit	and	vegetable	year
round	results	in	a	great	deal	of	food
waste.	13%	of	total	food	waste	occurs
during	transport	and	distribution--200
million	tonnes	a	year!
In	this,	we	are	using	more	valuable
land	for	farming	than	is	necessary!	
	
	Support	your	local	farmer's	market
this	month	and	embrace	sustainable
produce!

How	to	Eat	Seasonally	in	Ireland

Sam	has	been	part	of	the	SRI	family	for
four	and	a	half	years	now!	Shortly	after
finishing	 a	 Zoo	 Conservation	 Biology
Masters	at	University	of	Plymouth,	he
came	to	SRI	as	an	intern.	Sam	worked
his	way	up	the	ranks	as	a	passionate
and	hardworking	 scientist	 and	animal
carer	and	was	eventually	promoted	to
Animal	Care	Manager.

Sam's	 favourite	 moment	 was
rehabilitating	 Cloudberry,	 the	 Ringed
Seal.	 Overcoming	 just	 about	 every
challenge	 seal	 rehab	 could	 throw	 at
him,	Sam	moves	on	 to	new	horizons
at	the	end	of	this	month.

Sam	 has	 been	 invaluable	 in
strengthening	 SRI's	 animal	 care

Goodbye	Sam!

Seal	Rescue	Superstar!



programme	 to	 the	 strong	 operation
that	it	is	today.	We	are	very	grateful	to
him	 for	 all	 the	 years	 of	 blood,	 sweat
and	 tears	 that	 he	 has	 put	 into	 his
work.	He	will	be	greatly	missed!

Internships	at	SRI
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