September Pupdate!

The leaves are starting to fall around our pools and there is a new briskness in
the air--Autumn is officially here! That means that Grey Seal pupping season
is in full swing and we have quite a few white-coats safely nestled in our ICU.
We have a total of 31 seals in our care, with more commons pups graduating
their way up to the pools every day, where they are learning to compete for their
food and gain a bit more weight before they will be ready for release. There are
still a few special pups who haven't quite figured out how to eat their fish on
their own yet, but we're working hard to get them on the right track so that they
can rejoin the wild.
Read on to see what SRI has been up to in September and what's in
store for October!

Seal Of The Month!
Meet our seal of the month Perseus! A male Grey Seal pup, Perseus is one of
the first in a wave of orphaned whitecoats this year. He was rescued in Galley
Head, Co. Cork on 9th of September and our volunteers were able to get him to
our centre in the wee hours of the morning of the 10th.
We think Perseus was only about 3 days old, as he still had his umbilical cord,
and he was very tiny at just 9.5 kg. Grey seal pups rely entirely on their mothers
for the first 2-4 weeks of their life. They cannot follow her into the water, as their
baby fur is not waterproof, so if you see a pup like this you should never attempt
to put it in the sea. We should always give these pups at least 200m of space,
as the mother could otherwise be frightened off and abandon her pup!
Perseus is now up for adoption, so you can become his honorary seal mum or
dad! By adopting, you get to follow his story from rescue to release with lots of
photo and video updates along the way. By adopting, you are supporting our
efforts to rescue vulnerable pups and educate the public to prevent future pups
like Perseus from being orphaned.

Adopt-A-Seal

September Updates
Well Done Seal Striders!
Great big thank you to everyone who
helped support us in our Seal Stride
September by donating or taking
part in the 117km walk and run! It was
a huge success and we managed to
raise over €6200 for the care and
rehabilitation of our pups in need.
During this challenging season, we
have seen the number of rescues
increase by 78% compared to this
time last year, while fundraising is
significantly down due to Covid, so
this event gave us a needed boost!
Big shout out to our hard-working
interns who made this event such a

hit and who are now 117km fitter! Well
done!

Community Conservation
Programme
Once
again
we
are
spending
weekends
on
research
and
community

outreach

at Brides

Head Beach. Thanks to Wicklow
residents and the Co. Council, this
beach is now a protected site being
closed off during Grey Seal pupping
and moulting season (August - April).
During this time, we ask that everyone
do their part in protecting breeding
seals across Ireland’s coastline. If you
are interested in taking an active role,
you

might

consider

Community

joining

our

Conservation

Network. You can help us monitor
pupping beaches and engage with
the public in
disturbance.

order

to

prevent

To register you interest, contact
Kim at
events@sealrescueireland.org

Sponsor a Tree!
If you own an empty field or strip
of land along a waterway in Co.
Wexford & Co. Wicklow that you would
like to see replanted and returned to
nature then we want to hear from you!
As part of our proactive conservation
efforts, we are planning to reintroduce
a

growing

number

of

certified,

native deciduous trees back into

the environment to combat water
pollution,
climate
change
and
biodiversity loss. 80% of Ireland was
once covered by native forests--today
it has less than 2%!
To get involved, email us at
outreach@sealrescueireland.org
Don't have land but still want to help
us reforest Ireland? Donate toward
the

project

on

our

website,

where you can sponsor a tree
for €2!
Sponsor a Tree

Rescue Network Training
We're looking for new volunteers to
join our Seal Rescue Network! We
have a virtual Training Course over
Zoom coming up Saturday 17th
October at 10am – 1pm, with more
dates
to
follow.
This
online
programme will train you on how to
rescue and transport sick, injured and
orphaned seal pups to our Centre for
care.
As a Seal Rescue Network Volunteer
you will learn about seal behaviour,
how to identify seals in distress, and
how to safely contain and transport
seals. The course fee is €35 per
person

and

includes

a

vest,

membership card and rescue kit.
For more information and to book
your spot contact John at
rescue@sealrescueireland.org

Coming Up In October
Halloween Experiences
We've

got

some

spooktacular

Halloween events coming up at the
end of October that you won't want to
miss! If you are looking for something
fun (and safe!) to do during the midterm break from 24th Oct - 1st Nov,
then look no further!
You can also keep booking in for our
Seal
Feed
&
Enrichment
Experience 7 days a week, with

adjusted time slots starting in October
for the shorter autumn days.

'Creatures of the Deep'
For the kids

Our Creatures of the Deep Kid's
Workshop will be sure to capture the
imagination of your little ones. The
45-minute long workshop geared
to 2-9 year olds will give kids a
chance to learn about our seals as
well

as

some

underwater

the

creepier

creatures

of

while

participating in fun activities. Kids will
even get the chance to grab some
slimy fish and feed them to our hungry
seal pups!
The session is going for a family rate
of €50. At least one adult must be
present along with up to 5 kids (6
people in total). Costumes strongly
encouraged!
Book Now!

'SRI After Dark'
For the Grown ups

Leading

up

to

Halloween,

we're

offering a twist on our Seal Feed and
Enrichment Experience. This time it
all takes place in the dark of
night! You will be alone with our
evening staff amidst the wailing of our
hungry seals from 6:30-8:00PM.
You'll help our team complete the
evening feeds, as well as learn
about the scary threats facing our
oceans, with added tales of seals in
Irish

folklore.

This

behind

the

scenes experience promises to be a
memorable, spooky night! Up to 4
people may join, must be 16+ years of
age
at €30 per person.
Book Now!

Healthy Seas. Healthy Seals.
Saving Energy at Home
Between 40 and 70% of our home
energy use

is

wasted,

and

this

becomes greater as the days get
shorter and the nights get colder.
Here are a few tips for getting your
home ready for the colder months

and, in turn, reducing your carbon
footprint.
1. Seal Your Leaks
Air leakage in your home can waste up
to 20% to 30% of the energy you
burn! Tip: Try holding a lit incense
stick near your door and window
frames to detect leaks!
2. Layer Up
Running your thermostat at a lower
temperature will reduce the amount of
energy used up, so pop on an extra
jumper or thermals to stay cozy.
3. Cook With Care
Your oven and kitchen appliances
account for 15% of energy usage in
the home. Turn off appliances that you
are not using and avoid excessive
opening of the oven.

Seal Rescue Superstar!
Media & Marketing
Intern- Amy
Our volunteer of the month is Amy,
who jumped at the opportunity to join
SRI because it combines her love of
animals with her passion for digital
media.
After
studying
Media
Production Management in Dublin,
she struggled to find work that she
was truly passionate about but feels
as though she has finally found her
calling.
When Amy’s not shooting content for
our
upcoming
campaigns
and
adoptions, you can find her caring for
our pups and leading tours. She
exclaims, “It doesn’t really feel like
work to me as I learn something new
every day!” On top of everything else,
Amy was the mastermind behind our
Seal Stride Fundraiser! Amy's endless
energy and enthusiasm has made her
a fantastic addition to our team!
Internships at SRI

Melanie Croce
Executive Director

Seal Rescue Ireland
Registered Charity No. 20108519

Seal Rescue Ireland
Courtown
Co. Wexford
0871955393
info@sealrescueireland.org

This email was sent to {{ contact.EMAIL }}
You received this email because you are registered with Seal Rescue Ireland
Unsubscribe here

© 2018 Seal Rescue Ireland

