
Season's	Greetings	from	all	of	us	at	SRI!	With	the	holiday	season	upon	us,	we
are	now	in	our	busiest	time	of	the	year!	November	has	seen	our	rescue	phone	ringing
off	the	hook	about	grey	pups	in	need.	Our	team	has	been	flat	out	caring	for	our	little
pups,	all	the	while	organizing	a	great	number	of	releases	for	healthy	pups	to	return	to
the	wild!	
	
While	we	bid	farewell	to	eight	of	our	 remaining	common	pups	and	nine	grey
pups	 this	month,	we	 still	 have	38	 hungry	 pups	 in	 care	 and	 counting!	 As	 our
centre	will	remain	closed	to	the	public,	our	dedicated	staff	can	devote	all	their	energy
to	looking	after	these	little	guys	as	the	stormy	seas	show	no	sign	of	calming.
	
Read	on	to	see	what	SRI	has	been	up	to	in	November	and	what's	coming
up	for	us	in	December!

Seal	Of	The	Month!

Meet	our	seal	of	the	month,	Réalt!	He	is	a	grey	seal	who	was	found	in	Portmarnock,
Co.	Dublin	on	the	3rd	of	November.	His	name	is	the	Irish	word	for	star,	which	is	extra
fitting	as	his	rescue	will	be	documented	by	TG4	(the	Irish	language	TV	network)	for	a
special	documentary.	Look	out	for	that	in	the	new	year!
	
When	he	arrived	with	us,	Réalt	was	 exhausted	 and	 dangerously	 emaciated.
He	also	had	a	parasite	infection	and	was	heavily	congested,	which	was	contributing	to
his	 poor	 condition	 and	 would	 have	 prevented	 him	 from	 hunting	 properly.	Water

November	Pupdate!



quality	 is	a	huge	contributor	 to	 seals'	wellbeing	 in	 the	wild.	Pollution	 runs
off	of	 the	 land	 into	our	waterways	and	 feeds	out	 into	 the	ocean.	Once	 it	enters	 the
marine	ecosystem,	 it	can	weaken	young	seal	pups'	 immune	systems,	making	them
more	susceptible	to	various	illnesses.	That's	why	it	is	important	to	be	aware	of	what's
getting	 into	 our	 water	 systems,	 strive	 to	 shop	 organic,	 avoid	 pesticides,	 and	 to
preserve	forests	and	wild	spaces	for	cleaner	the	water!
	
Réalt	has	been	treated	for	his	ailments,	is	steadily	gaining	weight,	and	has	moved	out
to	 kennels	 where	 he	 can	 continue	 to	 grow	 and	 flourish.	 If	 you	 would	 like	 to	 follow
Réalt's	journey	to	recovery	and	help	to	cover	his	rehabilitation	costs,	you	can	adopt
him	now!	

Adopt-A-Seal

Our	 team	has	been	all	 over	 the	country
this	 month	 releasing	 healthy,
rehabilitated	 seals.	 We've	 been	 up	 to
Carlingford,	 Co.	 Louth	 to	 release	 Io,
Milky	 Way,	 and	 Kuiper,	 and	 second-
time	 rehabber,	 initially	 from	 Northern
Ireland,	Baloo.	We	 also	 had	 a	 road	 trip
across	to	Co.	Galway	to	release	infamous
snuggle	 buddies	 Orion	 &	 Solar	 and
Delphinus	&	Flare.	
	
The	 first	 few	 of	 our	 grey	 seals	 flew
through	the	rehabilitation	process	and	we
were	 delighted	 to	 already	 be	 able	 to
release	 Ice	 Giant,	 Mercury,	 Pavo,
Pegasus,	 Mars,	 Omega	 Centauri,
Universe,	 	 from	 nearby	 our	 centre	 in
Wexford.
	
Keep	 an	 eye	 out	 on	 our	 Facebook	 page
for	 lots	of	heart	wamring	release	photos
and	videos!	For	now,	you	can	watch	 last
month's	 release	 of	 Galileo,	 Vega,
Supernova,	and	Dorado!

This	Month's	Seal
Releases

Watch	the	Video!

We’re	 thrilled	 to	 announce	 that	 starting
this	 Winter,	 SRI	 is	 partnering	 with
Salesforce	 to	 plant	 20,000	 native
trees	to	help	protect	wildlife	and	address
the	negative	impacts	of	climate	change!

Through	 our	 work,	 we	 are	 learning	 that
everything	 we	 do	 on	 land	 impacts	 the
plants	 and	 animals	 around	 us.	 Planting
native	 trees	 in	 strategic	 locations	 is	 a
nature-based	 solution	 that
simultaneously	 reverses	 some	 of	 the
biggest	 threats	 facing	 seals	 in	 the	 wild:
biodiversity	 loss,	 climate	 change,
and	water	pollution.
	
Thank	 you	 to	 our	 friends	 at
Salesforce	 for	 teaming	 up	 to	 help	 us
protect	 the	 future	 of	 wildlife,	 the
environment	 and	 each	 other!	 Keep	 an
eye	 out	 on	 Facebook	 for	 updates	 and
ways	you	can	get	involved!

Salesforce	Partnership
for	20,000	Trees!

Follow	Us	on	FB

Looking	 for	 a	 thoughtful,	 eco-friendly	 present	 with	 a
great	 cause	 behind	 it	 for	 the	 animal	 lover	 in	 your
life?	Seal	Adoptions	make	the	perfect	gifts!
	
We	have	five	special	pups	who	need	your	love	and	care

Christmas	Seal	Adoptions!

November	Updates

Coming	Up	In	December



this	 Christmas	 and	 are	 up	 for	 adoption:	 Réalt,
Celestial,	Vela,	Eris,	and	Asteroid.	 Each	adoption
gets	 your	 loved	 one	 a	 personalized	 certificate	 and
access	 exclusive	 photos,	 videos	 and	 updates	 on	 the
pup's	progress	all	the	way	until	their	release	back	into
the	wild.	
	
Adopt	one	seal	for	€30,	two	for	€50,	three	for
€75	or	five	for	€100!

Adopt	a	Christmas	Seal

We	are	 looking	 forward	 to	be	welcoming	visitors	back
to	our	centre	again	in	January	for	our	Seal	Feed	and
Enrichment	 Experience!	 You	 can	 now	 purchase	 a
gift	voucher	for	this	experience	on	our	website,	valued
at	€20.	
	
This	 immersive,	 one-hour	experience	makes	 a	 great
gift	for	couples,	young	people,	and	families	with
kids	 aged	 2+!	 Your	 loved	 ones	 will	 get	 the	 unique
opportunity	 to	 see	 our	 adorable	 seal	 pups	 up	 close
with	 a	 behind-the-scenes	 tour,	 get	 involved	 in	 the
rehabilitation	 process	 by	 helping	 feed	 our	 pups,	 and
help	 us	 get	 them	 one	 step	 closer	 to	 being	 released
back	into	the	wild!

	Give	the	Gift	of	an	Experience

Purchase	Vouchers

Get	into	the	spirit	of	giving	this	Christmas	with
fantastic	gifts	for	one	and	all	in	our	online	gift
shop!	Not	 only	 do	 our	 products	 guarantee	 to	 put	 a
smile	on	your	loved	ones'	faces,	but	it	also	enables	us
to	continue	saving	seals'	lives	across	the	country!
	
Send	out	warm	Christmas	wishes	with	loved	ones	near
and	 far	 with	 our	 adorable	 seasonal	 cards.	 Get
ready	for	a	 fresh	start	next	year	with	our	2021	 Seal
Pup	Calendar.	Find	sustainable	and	green	gifts,	 like
our	Biodiversity	 Gift	 Pack,	which	 includes	a	hand-
painted	 garden	 sign,	 a	 pollinator-friendly	 seed	 bomb,
and	 three	 native	 Irish	 trees	 to	 be	 planted	 in	 their
honour!

More	Sustainable	Christmas	Ideas

All	This	and	More	in	Our	Gift	Shop!

Due	to	popular	demand	(and	lots	of	seals
that	 need	 rescueing!)	 We	 have	 added
additional	 rescue	 network	 trainings	 for
the	month	of	December!	We	are	holding
FOUR	 MORE	 virtual	 sessions	 on
6th,	 12th,	 20th	 and	 28th	 of
December	from	10	am	-	1	pm.
	
Start	 your	 journey	 towards	 helping	 us
save	seals	by	learning	about	seal	ecology
and	behaviour,	as	well	as	how	to	identify
a	 seal	 in	 distress	 and	 how	 to	 safely	 lift
and	transport	it	to	our	centre.
	
A	vest,	rescue	kit	and	membership
card	 are	 included	 in	 the	 €35	 Rescue
Network	Membership.

Join	Our	Rescue	Network!

Sign	Up	Now!



This	 Christmas	 we	 want	 to	 invite
you	 to	 use	 less!	 Create	 Memories,
Not	Waste.
	
1.	Cut	out	the	wrapping	paper!	Get
creative	and	 repurpose	any	 scrap	paper
you	have	lying	around	and	your	favourite
art	 supplies	 to	 create	 creative	 and
personalised	 wrapping.	 Re-use	 gift	 bags
and	large	pieces	of	wrapping	paper	more
than	once!
2.	 Gift	 experiences,	 not	 stuff!
Studies	 show	 that	 people	 are	 happier
when	 they	 spend	 their	 money	 on
experiences	 rather	 than	material	 items.
Plan	 a	 fun	 day	 with	 your	 loved	 one	 or
purchase	 tickets	 to	an	online	event	 that
they	would	enjoy.	
3.	 Shop	 local	 &	 sustainable!	Buying
from	 local	 vendors	 reduces	 the	 carbon
footprint	 of	 your	 gift.	 Seek	 out	 unique
upcycled	 or	 biodegradable	 items.	 Why
not	 get	 crafty	 and	 make	 something?
Everyone	 loves	 a	 thoughtful	 homemade
present!
	
Click	 below	 for	more	 great	 tips	 on
how	 to	 have	 a	 more	 sustainable
Christmas!

Have	an	Eco-Friendly
Holiday

Read	More

Naomi	came	to	Seal	Rescue	Ireland	as	a
recent	 graduate	 of	 Zoology	 from	 UCC.
Looking	 to	 gain	 more	 experience	 in
animal	 care	 while	 helping	 out	 a	 great
cause,	 SRI	 was	 a	 great	 fit,	 as	 she	 has
since	 been	 able	 to	 take	 on	 a	 variety	 of
different	 roles,	 from	 helping	 with	 our
rescue	 network,	 to	 helping	 with
community	programs,	and	even	carrying
out	fundraising.
	
Naomi's	 favourite	 moment	 so	 far	 was
getting	 the	opportunity	 to	 help	 with
the	 rescue	 of	 one	 of	 our	 most
charismatic	 pups,	 Aquarius.	 As	 the
seal	 was	 reported	 very	 close	 to
Courtown,	 at	 Roney	 Point,	 Naomi	 was
thrilled	to	be	able	to	zip	out	and	 lift	him
with	 another	 team	 member,	 and	 bring
him	safely	to	our	centre	for	care.
	
We	 are	 delighted	 to	 announce	 that
Naomi	 has	 extended	her	 internship	with
us	and	taking	on	the	additional	role
of	 Stranding	 Network	 Coordinator!
We	know	she	will	 do	a	 stellar	 job	as	 she
always	does!
	
Find	 out	 more	 about	 working	 with
us!

Volunteer	With	Us!

Melanie	Croce
Executive	Director
Seal	Rescue	Ireland
Registered	Charity	No.	20108519

Healthy	Seas.	Healthy	Seals.

Seal	Rescue	Superstar	-	Naomi
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