
We	 hope	 you	 had	 a	 very	 Happy	 Christmas	 and	wishing	 you	 a	 safe
and	 healthy	 New	 Year!	 This	 year	 has	 been	 one	 of	 many	 challenges	 and
unexpected	 surprises,	 which	 hasn't	 been	 easy	 for	 anyone.	 We	 feel	 very
fortunate,	however,	to	have	had	the	backing	from	our	wonderful	supporters	to
get	us	through	it!	
	
While	most	have	been	enjoying	 some	 relaxation	and	quality	 time	with	 friends
and	family	this	holiday	season,	our	team	has	been	keeping	busy	caring	for	the
numerous	 pups	 in	 care	 throughout	 the	month.	While	we	 had	 the	 chance	 to
release	 our	 remaining	 Common	 seals,	 we	 are	 still	 left	 with	 a
whopping	36	Grey	seal	pups	 in	our	care,	as	our	seal	rescue	hotline	has
shown	no	signs	of	slowing	down!	It's	because	of	our	incredibly	dedicated	staff
and	volunteers	that	we've	been	able	to	achieve	so	much	this	record-breaking
year	despite	difficulties,	which	we	can	reflect	on	now	as	2020	draws	to	a	close.
	
Take	a	 look	at	some	of	 the	things	we've	achieved	together	 in	2020
and	read	on	to	find	out	what's	coming	up	for	us	in	the	new	year!

December	Pupdate!



Seal	Of	The	Month!
Meet	our	seal	of	the	month,	Capella!	She	is	a	grey	seal	who	was	found	in	Quilty,
Co.	Clare	on	the	15th	of	November.	She	was	very	obviously	in	need	of	help,	as
she	was	discovered	severely	underweight	and	with	a	terrible	gash
along	her	right	eye.	
	
During	 a	 closer	 examination	 upon	 admission	 to	 our	 hospital,	 we	 noticed	 a
swelling	in	her	left	back	flipper,	the	sign	of	a	possible	fracture.	After	a	trip	to	the
veterinarian,	our	suspicions	were	confirmed--there	was	 a	 broken	 bone	 in
the	flipper.	With	the	rapidly	changing	climate,	young	pups	can	get	caught	in
extreme	or	unpredictable	storms,	resulting	in	serious	injuries	such	as	this.
	
It	can	be	very	difficult	to	set	bones	in	seals,	and	in	the	past,	we	have	opted	to
amputate.	 Since	 the	 breakage	 was	 not	 too	 severe	 in	 this	 case,	 the	 team
decided	 to	 keep	 a	 close	 observation	 on	 Capella,	 restrict	 her	movement	 and
reduce	 stress	with	 a	 prolonged	 stay	 in	 the	 ICU,	 hoping	 that	 the	 bone	might
mend.	Luckily,	Capella	was	a	fighter	and	had	a	strong	disposition.	She
was	always	alert	and	feisty	(not	keeping	as	still	as	we	might	have	liked	for	the
sake	of	her	injured	flipper,	in	fact!)	and	even	started	to	eat	whole	fish	in	her	ICU.
She	was	so	vocal	that	a	more	fitting	name	might	have	been	"A	Cappella"!	
	
The	moment	of	 truth	came	at	a	second	trip	to	the	vet	we	had	scheduled	for
right	before	Christmas.	It	felt	like	a	Christmas	miracle,	as	the	x-ray	showed	that
the	bone	had	mended	 itself!	We're	 looking	 forward	 to	Capella	 continuing	her
journey	toward	recovery	in	a	kennel	and	very	soon	the	pools!	If	you	would	like	to
help	pups	 like	Capella	through	their	 journeys	to	being	released	back	 into	the
wild,	you	can	adopt	a	seal	today!	

Adopt-A-Seal

Thirteen	more	of	our	Grey	Seals
made	 it	 through	 their	 rehabilitation
this	 month	 and	 were	 able	 to	 be
successfully	 released	 back	 into	 the
sea!	Early	 in	 the	month,	we	 released
Perseus	and	Aphelion.	A	couple	of
weeks	 later	 it	was	North	 Star,	 Oort
Cloud	 and	 Spica's	 turn	 to	 make
their	 way	 home.	 Also,	 in	 the	 last
couple	 days	 of	 the	month,	 we	made
sure	 that	 Polaris,	 Gemini,
Pisces,	 Scorpio,	 White	 Dwarf,
Uranus,	 Rhea,	 and	 Aquarius	 all
had	the	chance	to	ring	in	the	new	year
back	at	home	in	the	sea!
	
We	 also	 headed	 North	 to	 Carlingford
Lough,	 this	 month	 as	 our	 remaining
eight	 Common	 pups,	 Hubble,
Kepler,	 Jupiter,	 Comet,	 Galaxy,

December	Seal	Releases

December	Updates

https://www.sealrescueireland.org/product/adopt/


Saturn,	 Phoenix	 and	 Proxima
Centauri	were	all	 ready	to	swim	free
in	the	sea.	
	
Watch	 Proxima	 and
Phoenix	return	to	the	ocean	from
Carlingford	 in	 this	 heartwarming
video.

Watch	the	Video!

Many	thanks	to	those	of	you	who	have
already	sent	in	your	used	BRITA	water
filter	 cartridges	 for	 recycling	 these
past	 two	 months!	 We've	 had	 great
news	 from	 BRITA	 Ireland:	 they've
decided	 to	 extend	 their	 campaign,
and	will	 now	donate	 €1	 to	 SRI	 for
every	refill	cartridge	sent	in	by	the
public	until	the	end	of	January!
	
Are	 you	 planning	 on	 making	 some
sustainable	resolutions	this	New	Year?
Making	 the	switch	 from	bottled	water
to	BRITA	Ireland's	recyclable	filters	is	a
small	 change	 that	 will	massively	 help
to	 reduce	 the	 amount	 of	 plastic
entering	our	oceans!
Post	your	cartridges	for	FREE	to:
	
Freepost	License	FAU	V92,
Bluestone	Sales	&	Distribution,
26	Oaktree	Business	Park,	Trim,
Co.	Meath,	C15	HK40

BRITA	Campaign
Extended!

Learn	More

We're	delighted	to	announce	that	Seal
Rescue	Ireland	won	First	Place	in	the
Wexford	 Co	 Council's
Environmental	 Awards	 in	 the
category	 of	 Best	 Community
Project	that	Tackles	and	Reduces
the	 Impacts	 of	 Climate
Change.	 Also	 known	 as	 the	 "Keep
Wexford	Beautiful	Awards",	the	council
recognized	SRI	with	this	award	for	our
Habitat	Restoration	Project.
	
This	was	based	on	last	year's	planting
season	 (Jan	 -	March	2020)	where	we
planted	 3,800	 native	 trees	 in	 Glen
Aoibhinn	 residential	 area	 alongside
the	Aughboy	River,	 hoping	 to	 benefit
water	quality,	promote	biodiversity	and
sequester	carbon.	We	have	BIG	plans
to	 extend	 the	 planting	 area	 with	 a
portion	 of	 the	 20,000	 trees	 that
Salesforce	 have	 donated	 to	 our
cause,	 so	 our	 scope	 and	 impact	 will
continue	to	grow!	
	
Thank	 you	 to	 all	 the	 community
members	 who	 took	 part	 in	 our	 past
tree	 planting	 events,	 and	 we	 look
forward	to	many	more!

SRI's	First	Place	Award
for	our	Climate	Change

Project!

Help	Us	Plant	Trees

Become	a	Member	in

Coming	Up	In	January

https://www.facebook.com/sealrescueireland/videos/222505689370555
https://www.bluestone.ie/recyclebrita/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/product/donate-trees/


Why	 not	 start	 the	 new	 year	 off	 on	 a
great	 foot	by	becoming	a	member	of
our	Seal	Heroes	Programme?	As	a
member,	 you	 get	 to	 enjoy	 great
exclusive	 content	and	exciting	perks,
all	while	directly	impacting	the	lives	of
otherwise	 neglected	 seals.	 Start
helping	seal	pups	in	our	care	for
as	 little	 as	 €5/month!	We	 rely	 on
the	public	 for	 the	vast	majority	of	our
funding	 and	 the	 membership
programme	 ensures	 that	 we	 always
have	 the	 financial	 ability	 to	meet	 the
needs	of	all	our	pups	in	care.
	
Without	the	support	of	people	just	like
you	we	would	not	have	been	able	 to
rescue	 and	 release	 over	 400
rehabilitated	 seals	 in	 the	 past	 5
years!	 Your	 support	 is	 essential	 in
allowing	us	to	provide	shelter	and	care
for	 imperilled	 seals	 and	 to	 actively
seek	conservation	of	 their	home,	our
ocean.

2021

Become	a	Member

Now	 you	 have	 more	 opportunities
than	 ever	 to	 join	 our	 Seal	 Rescue
Network	 of	 Volunteers	 by	 attending
one	 of	 our	 virtual	 Seal	 Rescue
Training	Courses	over	Zoom!

We're	 always	 looking	 for	 new
volunteers,	whether	you	 live	near	the
coast	or	in	the	Midlands.	You'll	learn	all
about	 seal	 behaviour,	 ecology,
conservation	as	well	as	how	to	safely
rescue	and	 transport	 seals	 to	SRI	 for
care.	Get	in	on	the	action!

Here	 are	 our	 upcoming	 January
dates:
•	Saturday	2nd	January	@10am	-	1pm
•	Sunday	10th	January	@10am	-	1pm
•	Saturday	16th	January	@10am	-	1pm
•	Sunday	24th	January	@10am	-	1pm
•	Saturday	30th	January	@10am	-	1pm

Join	Our	Rescue	Network!

Sign	Up	Now!

In	 the	 mood	 to	 turn	 a	 new	 leaf
this	 new	 year?	 Here	 are	 a	 few
suggestions	 on	 how	 to	 make
your	 commitment	 to	 a	 more
sustainable	2021!
	
1.	 Start	 carrying	 reusable	 keep-
cups,	containers,	utensils	and/or
straws.	
Never	get	caught	out	again	accepting
single-use	 plastic	 items	 for	 your
takeaway!
	
2.	Eat	less	meat.
Resolutions	 are	 all	 about	 trying	 new
things	and	now	could	be	 the	perfect
time	 to	 try	 out	 some	 delicious
vegetarian	 recipes	 as	 you	 commit	 to
Meatless	Monday.	If	you	don't	miss	the
meat,	 expand	 your	 scope!	 Already
reducing	your	meat	intake?	Take	it	up
a	notch	by	taking	part	in	Veganuary!

Green	New	Years
Resolutions

Healthy	Seas.	Healthy	Seals.

https://www.sealrescueireland.org/product/memberships/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/rescue-network-volunteering/


	
	3.	Let	your	garden	grow	wild!
Commit	 to	a	 full	year	without	mowing
or	strimming--your	local	pollinators	will
thank	you!	This	 long-game	resolution
might	 need	 to	 wait	 till	 Spring,	 but	 in
the	 meantime,	 you	 could	 start	 a
compost	for	food	scraps!	
	
Click	 below	 for	 more	 great
sustainable	 resolution
suggestions!

More	Great	Ideas

Growing	 up	 watching	 nature	 and
wildlife	 documentaries,	 Alex	 had	 an
interest	 in	 ecology	 and	 conservation
from	an	early	age.	After	working	in	the
food	 industry	 for	 over	 a	 year,	 she
realized	 it	 was	 time	 to	 follow	 her
passion	for	wildlife.	She	pursued	a	MA
in	 Marine	 Biology	 at	 the	 University
College	Cork	that	eventually	led	her	to
SRI	as	an	Animal	Care	and	Education
Intern.

Alex’s	career	switch	has	proven	to	be
a	good	choice,	as	she	has	found	the
work	 at	 SRI	 to	 be	 incredibly
interesting,	varied,	and	rewarding.	She
remarks,	 “Learning	 to	 tube	 feed
the	pups	was	a	completely	new,
challenging	experience	for	me.”

Alex	has	shined	so	brightly	at	SRI	that
she	 was	 recently	 promoted
to	 Assistant	 Animal	 Care
Manager!	 Congrats	 Alex,	 happy
to	have	you	on	board!
	
Find	 out	 more	 about	 working
with	us!

Volunteer	With	Us!

Melanie	Croce
Executive	Director
Seal	Rescue	Ireland

Seal	Rescue	Superstar	-	Alex

https://greenthatlife.com/green-new-year/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/volunteer/
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