
We	hope	that	your	2021	is	off	to	a	great	start	and	that	all	of	you	are
keeping	safe	and	healthy	in	this	difficult	time!	While	we	are	disappointed
that	we	can't	welcome	visitors	back	to	our	centre	just	yet,	we	are	happy	to	be
supporting	the	nationwide	efforts	to	reduce	the	spread	of	Covid-19.	
	
Seal	 intakes	 have	 thankfully	 been	 slowing	 down	 at	 our	 centre,	 but	 we	 do
continue	 to	 have	 some	 particularly	 poorly	 pups	 coming	 into	 our	 care.	 In	 the
frosty	 January	 weather,	 our	 team	 has	 persevered	 in	 caring	 for	 the	 27
remaining	grey	seal	pups	in	our	centre.	
	
Read	 on	 to	 find	 out	what	we've	 been	 up	 to	 this	month	 and	what's
coming	up	in	February!

January	Pupdate!



Seal	Of	The	Month!
Meet	our	seal	of	the	month,	Puppis!	He	is	a	grey	seal	who	was	found	in	Dún
Laoghaire,	Co.	Dublin	on	5th	January.	As	Puppis	found	himself	on	the	busy	East
Pier	in	the	coastal	suburb,	he	was	at	high	risk	of	human	disturbance.
	
It	wasn't	just	his	location	that	was	alarming	when	this	pup	was	reported.	Puppis
was	absolutely	tiny	at	 just	10.5	kg	(5	kg	under	average	birth	weight!)	He	was
also	estimated	to	be	 less	than	a	month	old,	as	he	still	had	most	of	his	white
lanugo	coat.	This	is	very	late	in	the	pupping	season	to	be	born	and	he	obviously
did	not	have	adequate	time	with	his	mother	before	being	left	on	his	own.
	
Puppis	is	receiving	much-needed	nourishment	from	us	in	the	form	of	fish	soup
and	 is	 slowly	 getting	 back	 his	 strength.	 He's	 a	 bright	 and	 lively	 pup	 and	 has
certainly	found	his	voice,	making	as	much	noise	as	he	can	from	the	ICU!	If	you
would	like	to	help	Puppis	through	his	journey	to	being	released	back	into	the
wild,	you	can	adopt	him	today!	

Adopt-A-Seal

We	 were	 delighted	 this	 month	 to	 be
able	 to	 bid	 farewell	 to	 14	 more
healthy	 Grey	 pups!	 One	 of	 our
most	 successfully	 rehabilitated	 pups
was	 Sagan,	 who	 proved	 to	 be	 so
competitive	 in	 our	 pools	 that	 he
skyrocketed	up	 to	 a	whopping	 57
kg	in	the	few	short	weeks	leading	up
to	his	release!	
	
Other	 chubby	 blubbers	 that	 returned
to	 the	 wild	 this	 month	 were
Réalt,	 Asteroid,	 Elara,	 Neptune,
Arche,	 Styx,	 Capella,	 Ursa
Major,	 Hercules,	 Nebula,	 Crater,
Hydra,	and	Columba.	We	wish	them
well!
	
If	you	need	a	boost	of	cute	Common
pups	 in	 your	 life,	 check	 out	 this
epic	 footage	 of	 Galaxy,	 Jupiter,
Kepler	 and	 Comet	 swimming	 free
from	Carlingford	Lough.

January	Seal	Releases

Watch	the	Video!

Some	of	our	rescue	seals	have	been
making	headlines	this	month!	Among
our	released	seals	in	January,	we	said
goodbye	 to	 our	 superstar	 Réalt.
His	 journey,	 from	 rescue	 through
rehabilitation	 has	 been	 documented
every	 step	 of	 the	 way	 by	 TG4.	 His
story	 will	 be	 part	 of	 the	 network's
forthcoming	 "An	 Cuan"	 series	 on
Dublin	 Bay	 and	 its	 biosphere,
which	will	air	later	this	year,	so	keep	an
eye	out!
	
Another	little	pup	that	stole	the	hearts
of	 readers	 across	 the	 country	 was
Atria,	 a	 grey	 seal	 discovered	 on
Binnion	 Beach	 in	 Co.	 Donegal.
She	 was	 born	 unusually	 late	 in	 the
season,	as	 she	 is	 less	 than	a	month
old--she	still	has	partial	 lanugo	 fur	on

Our	Seals	in	the	News!

January	Updates

https://www.sealrescueireland.org/product/adopt/
https://www.facebook.com/sealrescueireland/videos/428793018268212


her	front	and	back	flippers!	She's	safe
in	 our	 care	 now	 and	 we're	 doing
everything	we	can	 to	get	her	healthy
and	strong!

Read	the	Full	News	Story

If	 love	 is	 in	 the	 air	 this	 February	 and
you	or	 someone	you	know	 is	getting
ready	 to	 tie	 the	 knot,	 you	 can	 also
show	 your	 love	 for	 Seal	 Rescue
Ireland	with	our	unique	wedding
favours!	While	Covid-19	has	certainly
made	 wedding	 planning	 a	 lot	 more
complicated,	we	can	promise	that	this
meaningful	gift	will	make	one	thing	on
your	 list	 nice	 and	 simple,	 while
warming	the	hearts	of	your	guests!
	
Our	gorgeous	 table	cards	are	totally
customizable	 to	 suit	 your
wedding	colours	and	theme.	They
are	sure	to	put	a	smile	on	your	guests'
faces	 (even	 if	 only	 from	 a	 distance!)
and	 will	 help	 us	 continue	 to	 rescue,
care	 for	 and	 protect	 our	 beloved
flippered	friends!

SRI	Wedding	Favours

Find	Out	More

Planting	 season	 is	 upon	 us	 and	 our
team	 will	 be	 spending	 the	 coming
weeks	 putting	 thousands	 of	 native
saplings	into	the	ground!	We've	got	to
get	 busy	 if	 we're	 going	 to	 hit	 our
target	of	20,000	native	trees!	We're
starting	in	our	local	community	here	in
Co.	Wexford,	but	strive	to	expand	our
efforts	 further	 afield	 in	 the	 coming
years	 to	 help	 reforest	 Ireland	 to
combat	 the	 climate	 and	 biodiversity
crisis!
	
If	you	would	like	to	support	our	habitat
restoration	efforts,	you	can	donate	to
this	 campaign.	 Each	 sponsored
tree	will	be	catalogued	with	GPS,
so	you	will	be	notified	when	and
where	 your	 trees	 get	 planted!
We	 also	 hope	 to	 hold	 community
planting	 events	 once	 again	 when
restrictions	 allow,	 so	 keep	 checking
our	social	media	pages	for	updates!

Tree	Planting	Kicking	Off!

Coming	Up	In	February

https://www.derryjournal.com/news/people/malnourished-seal-pup-named-atria-rescued-binnion-beach-inishowen-3113432?fbclid=IwAR063ALbMZlZbbMfUfTyClDjS8j2Ba60MqGiQ5IYNhuN9TgoHpVUsT4SpC8
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/wedding-favours/


Help	Us	Plant	Trees!

In	 February,	 Seal	 Rescue	 Ireland	 is
delighted	 to	 be	 participating	 as	 a
guest	 speaker	 in	 NUI	 Galway's
student	 lecture	 series,	 "Irish
Wildlife	Warriors".	
	
We	 love	 spreading	 our	 message	 of
ocean	conservation	 far	and	wide	and
during	 this	 time	 when	 in-person
engagements	 are	 not	 possible,	 we
are	 happy	 to	 be	 able	 to	 bring	 our
Marine	 Conservation
Presentation	 to	 you	 virtually	 via
Zoom!
	
If	 you	 are	 interested	 in	 having	 SRI
speak	 virtually	 at	 your	 upcoming
event,	 please	 contact	 our	 education
manager	at:
education@sealrescueireland.org

Online	Presentations

We	have	more	 virtual	 Seal	 Rescue
Training	 Courses	 available	 this
month	over	Zoom!

Have	you	been	thinking	about	getting
hands-on	 with	 helping	 wildlife?	 Now's
the	time	to	do	it!	In	the	3-hour	course,
we'll	 teach	 you	 how	 to	 safely	 rescue
and	transport	seals	to	SRI,	as	well	as
lots	 of	 great	 information	 about
Ireland's	 seals	 and	 how	 we	 can
protect	them.

Here	are	our	upcoming	February
dates:
•	 Saturday	 13th	 February	 @10am	 -
1pm
•	Sunday	28th	February	@10am	-	1pm

Join	Our	Rescue	Network!

Sign	Up	Now!

World	 Wetlands	 Day	 is	 on	 2nd	 Feb,
and	 we	 want	 to	 take	 a	 moment	 to
celebrate	 Ireland's	 diverse
wetlands,	 ranging	 from	 freshwater
springs,	 ponds,	 rivers	 lakes,	 bogs,
marshes	and	fens.	
	
In	 a	 country	 where	 rainfall	 is	 a	 year-
round	 occurrence,	 wetlands	 play	 a
crucial	 role	 in	 absorbing	 large
quantities	 of	 water	 and	 releasing	 it

World	Wetlands	Day
Healthy	Seas.	Healthy	Seals.

https://www.sealrescueireland.org/product/donate-trees/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/rescue-network-volunteering/


over	 time.	 This	 sponge-effect
prevents	 flooding,	 aids	 in	 producing
crops	and	timber,	and	crucially	for	our
seals,	 filters	 pollutants	 and
sediment	leading	to	the	sea!	Plus,
over	 two-thirds	 of	 the	 world’s	 fish
harvest	 is	 linked	 to	 the	 health	 of
coastal	 and	 inland	 wetland	 areas,	 an
essential	link	in	the	food	chain.
	
Not	only	that,	but	wetlands	are	integral
in	 storing	 carbon,	 therefore	 helping
mitigate	 climate	 change.	 Peatlands
in	particular	store	20-30%	of	the
planet's	 soil	 carbon.	 Ireland's
wealth	of	peatland	is	an	asset	that	we
cannot	afford	to	lose!	Find	out	more
about	 how	 we	 can	 conserve
wetlands	in	the	link	below!

Learn	More

Clara	 has	 been	 our	 social	media
guru	 in	 residence	 since	 the
summer	and	has	recently	earned	the
title	 of	 Media	 Manager.	 Having
attained	 a	 BA	 from	 Griffith	 College	 in
Journalism	and	Visual	Media,	as	well	as
a	Digital	Marketing	Diploma	from	UCD,
Clara’s	expertise	has	been	taking
our	 online	 content	 to	 new
heights!
	
Clara	 was	 a	 fan	 of	 SRI	 before	 joining
the	team—in	fact	it	was	our	Instagram
page	that	inspired	her	to	apply	for	an
internship!	 “SRI’s	 posts	 and	 updates
regularly	 made	 me	 smile	 and	 think
more	deeply	about	 the	world	outside
of	 my	 bubble,”	 Clara	 recounts.	 “I
wanted	 to	deliver	 that	 feeling	 to
others	and	help	out	 the	 seals	 in
any	 way	 I	 could,	 to	 thank	 them
for	 brightening	 so	 many	 of	 my
days.”
	
We're	 very	 lucky	 to	 have	 Clara	 on
board!	 Do	 you	 think	 you	 have
something	 to	 bring	 to	 the	 SRI
team?

Volunteer	with	Us!

Melanie	Croce
Executive	Director
Seal	Rescue	Ireland
Registered	Charity	No.	20108519

Seal	Rescue	Ireland

Seal	Rescue	Superstar	-	Clara
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