March Pupdate!

Happy Spring from all of us at SRI! We hope you get out and enjoy that
sunshine in your local wild space. As the grey seal season has started winding
down, we have had the opportunity to turn our attention to new projects, such
as habitat restoration, biodiversity surveys, research projects, and centre
improvements.
We had 5 new intakes throughout March and ended the month with 20 grey
seals still in care, all of whom are steadily working their way towards release. We
have also had the pleasure of hearing from some of our past rehabilitated seals
this month, now thriving out in the wild!
Read on to hear more about this month's updates and what's in store
for April!

March Updates

SRI Seal Sightings!
It's always a treat to get reports of previous seal pups we've released, and this
past month we received two! The first was Scribbly Gum, who was spotted
lounging on Brides Head Beach in Co. Wicklow with a group of other Grey
Seals. After recovering from his eye removal surgery last year, it's clear that it
hasn't slowed him down in the wild, and is even making friends!
The second sighting was one of our former Common seal pups, Saturn! Saturn
was rescued on 30th October and released on 30th December 2020. It seems
that Saturn has joined a gang known as the "Surfboard Seals" in
Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, who like to rest on surfboards tethered out in
the bay by the locals.

Most rehab centres tag their seals before releasing them. If you ever see a wild
seal with a flipper tag, be sure to maintain a safe distance and use a zoom lens
to
take
a
photo
of
the
tag!
Please
report
it
to
research@sealrescueireland.org. This information is invaluable to our ongoing research efforts (and also makes us happy to get updates on past
patients)!
Find Out More

Seals Released in March
We were delighted to release 9 more
healthy grey seals back to the sea
this
past
month!
On
the
18th, Celestial, Ophelia, Lynx and
Faye were released at Blainroe
Beach in Co. Wicklow. It was a
beautiful setting for their homecoming
after a long rehabilitation journey!
You can check out all of our latest
release videos on our Facebook page,
including ET, Equinox, Satellite,
Caelum, and Pandora, who also
returned to the ocean earlier this
month. Their release video will be
coming out this Friday!
For now, enjoy watching Ash, Sky,
Trojan, Alpha and Chara have
returned back to the wild at the link
below!
Watch the Video!

Walrus Watch!
We all got quite the thrill this month
when a foreign pinniped showed up
on Irish shores! Everyone was talking
about the Atlantic Walrus that
turned up on Valentia Island, Co.
Kerry on 14th March! Absolutely
exhausted, he hauled out on the
rocks to recover some energy, but he
didn't stay long! After departing
Ireland, it took to open waters and
before popping up again a week later
in South Wales, where it's been
spotted
feeding
and
making
appearances since.
Walruses are extremely rare in Ireland
as they are native to the Arctic and
normally live on floating sea ice. As
Arctic ice melts rapidly due to climate
change, animals such as walruses and
polar bears are losing vital habitat, and
may try to venture on to new habitat.
If you spot a walrus, or any other rare
species along the Irish coast, be sure
to report it to SRI so we can monitor
its
condition,
protect
it
from
disturbances.
Read More in this News Story

3,258 Trees Planted Since

January!
We managed to plant an additional 2,273 native
trees this month with the help of our hardworking team of interns! The mix of 18 indigenous
species of tree were planted in our local Courtown
area, building onto existing woodland as well as
creating new habitat. This brings our total trees
planted for the year to 3,258... and
counting!
If you would like to keep updated with all of our
planting efforts, you might want to sign up for
our new Habitat Restoration Newsletter! It
will be sent out quarterly and will be packed with
interesting information about trees and their
phenomenal environmental benefits.
Sign Up Now

Seal Of The Month!
Meet our seal of the month, Titania! He is a male Grey Seal pup who was
found at Sheep's Cove, Co. Cork on 16th February 2021. When Titania was
found, he had made his way onto a very busy road, which was a threat to his
safety. He was rescued right away by our friends at Waterford Wildlife Rescue,
who then transported him to our centre in Courtown.
In addition to being found in a risky location, Titania only weighed half of what he
should have for his age, and was found to be fighting a terrible cough. Although
Titania could have been as old as 5-6 months, those first few months of life can
still present any number of challenges, even if they get off to a good start. If
there isn't a reliable source of food in their area, they may become weak and
exhausted searching for it, and lose critical energy!
Thankfully Titania is now in good hands and steadily gaining weight so he can
have a second chance! If you would like to support a seal pup like
Titania through his rehabilitation, you can adopt one today!
Adopt-A-Seal

Coming Up In April
Private Group Bookings
for Our Virtual SRI
Experience!
Give your teammates a boost
during
the
workweek
by
spending your lunch break with
our seal pups! We offer private
bookings for our Virtual Seal Feed &
Enrichment Experience, so it's a great
idea for building team morale,
especially if your company is working
remotely!

Groups of up to 30 people can
book, and you receive significant
discounts on our usual per person
price for groups over 11 participants.
All funds raised from this experience
goes towards the care of our pups!
For more information and to organise
a time that suits your team, contact
education@sealrescueireland.org!
Book Now

Healthy Seas. Healthy Seals.
Be Mindful of Local
Wildlife
Spring is here and you know what that
means: lots of baby animals are
being born across the country!
While it's not yet seal pupping season,
we want to give you some tips on how
to protect other wildlife when you're
out in nature this Spring!
1) Always observe wild animals
and birds from a distance and
avoid disturbing them, particularly at
sensitive times: feeding, nesting and
raising young!
2) Keep wildlife wild by not
feeding wild animals or birds
(except birdseed from designated
feeders!). Human foods damage their
health and leave them vulnerable to
predators.
3) Remember that farm animals
are not pets; remain at a safe
distance!
In March, we helped raise funds to get
a new wildlife hospital for Wildlife
Rehabilitation Ireland up and running.
If you come across and sick, injured,
or orphaned wildlife this Spring, call
their rescue hotline at 0818 877
766!
Follow WRI's Facebook Page

Seal Rescue Superstar - Ellen
Ellen first came to SRI three years ago
with the intent of staying for three
months as Marketing Intern. Having
studied
Communications
Management,
her
professors

recommended PR agencies and
multinational corporations to gain
work experience, but Ellen had
different ideas. She wanted to
make a difference for a cause
she cared about, so she decided
on Seal Rescue Ireland and started in
March 2018. At the time, she never
could have guessed how big a part of
her life SRI would become!
Ellen was immediately recognized for
her amazing work ethic and diverse
skillset and was invited to stay longer
as Gift Shop Manager, and was later
promoted up to
Operations
Manager. Incredibly dynamic and
hard-working, Ellen has been a key
player in SRI's continued growth. Her
bubbly personality and leadership
have long been appreciated by
everyone who has had the chance to
work with her.
Ellen's proudest moment at SRI has
been spearheading the switch from
paper records to an online data
management system with Salesforce.
"After
spending
months
developing our online animal
care database," Ellen shared, "it
was pretty magical seeing it go
live!" This significant update has
allowed SRI to grow leaps and bounds
into the future!
Sadly, after three great years,
Ellen has decided that it is time
to move on to new horizons! At
just 24-years-old, she still has a lot of
adventuring to do and so many new
opportunities ahead of her! She will be
sorely missed, but we wish her all the
best with the next chapter!
Volunteer with Us!
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