
May	was	another	exciting	month	at	Seal	Rescue	 Ireland!	As	 travel	 restrictions
ease	we	are	thrilled	to	welcome	back	visitors	from	across	Ireland	to	visit
our	seal	pups,	and	tours	are	booking	up	fast	for	the	Summer.	Everyone	wants
to	staycation	with	the	seals,	so	book	your	visit	soon	to	avoid	disappointment!
	
Few	new	seal	admissions	were	made	to	our	centre	in	May,	as	Grey	Seal	pupping
season	came	to	a	close,	and	we	await	the	first	of	the	new	season's	Common
Seals	in	need	of	rescue.	However,	a	concerning	trend	has	emerged	in	May:	for
the	first	time	ever,	SRI	has	had	to	rescue	three	seal	pups	a	second	time,
who	had	been	previously	rehabilitated	and	released	 last	year.	 	Hydra,	 North
Star	and	Galaxy	are	the	familiar	 faces	that	were	re-rescued	this	past	month
after	spending	only	a	matter	of	months	in	the	wild.	So	what	happened?
	
Read	 on	 to	 learn	more	 and	 find	 out	 how	 YOU	 can	 help	 keep	 seals
healthy	in	the	wild!

Our	'Seal	of	the	Month'	title	is	shared	by	three	pups	for	May,	that	sadly	have	had
to	be	re-admitted	 into	our	care	after	 initial	 rescue	and	rehabilitation	 last	year:
Hydra,	North	Star	and	Galaxy.	All	three	were	healthy	and	illness-free	when
initially	released,	but	after	spending	a	matter	of	months	in	the	wild	exposed	to
poor	water	 quality	 in	 coastal	waters,	 they	each	had	 to	 be	 rescued	a	 second
time,	and	upon	intake	were	found	to	have	heavy	parasite	burdens	which	they
did	not	have	when	they	were	released.

May	Pupdate!

Seal(s)	of	the	Month	-		Rescued	Once	Again!	



	
Seals	 are	 considered	 a	 'bioindicator'	 species	 because	 the	 health	 of	 their
populations	provides	valuable	insights	as	to	the	health	of	the	habitats	in	which
they	reside.	If	we're	seeing	a	lot	of	sick	seals,	it	could	be	a	warning	of	a	wider
environmental	 issue	 that	 impacts	more	 than	 just	 seals.	 	By	 swimming	 in	and
eating	prey	 from	polluted	waters,	 seals	 are	 exposed	 to	 toxins	 and	pollutants
which	bio-accumulate	 in	their	bodies	and	weaken	their	 immune	systems.	 Just
like	 humans,	 if	 a	 seal	 has	 a	weak	 immune	 system,	 it	 becomes	 vulnerable	 to
secondary	 illnesses	 which	 they'd	 otherwise	 be	 able	 to	 overcome.	 Parasites
such	as	lungworm	are	very	normal	in	seal	populations	and	usually	are	not	bad
enough	to	threaten	a	healthy	animal's	survival	(much	like	us	if	we	get	a	common
cold!).

However,	 the	 parasite	 burdens	 we	 are	 currently	 seeing	 in	 seals	 this	 year,
including	 the	 three	 seal	 pups	who	were	 just	 released	months	 ago	 and	 now
back	 in	 care,	 have	 been	 extreme	 compared	 to	 previous	 years,	 and	 are	 bad
enough	 that	 they	 could	 cause	 death	 without	 medical	 care.	 Importantly,	 the
seals	we	rescue	represent	a	small	fraction	of	the	wild	population,	and	the	reality
is	most	 seals	are	 living	and	dying	outside	of	 the	 scope	of	what	we	can	 see,
which	makes	these	case	studies	very	important.
	
As	for	Hydra,	North	Star	and	Galaxy,	we	are	glad	to	be	able	 to	give	them
another	 chance	 at	 survival	 in	 the	 wild,	 and	 we	 will	 keep	 working	 towards	 a
brighter	future	for	them	and	their	natural	habitat.	If	you	would	like	to	learn	about
SRI's	habitat	restoration	project,	aimed	to	flight	climate	change,	biodiversity	loss
and	water	pollution,	please	see	our	website	here.
	
To	 follow	 the	 story	 of	 one	 of	 these	 seal	 pups	 as	 their	 journey
continues,	and	help	support	them	along	the	way,	you	can	adopt	them
today	at	the	link	below!

Common	 seal	 pupping	 season	 is
almost	upon	us	and	we	are	awaiting
word	of	the	first	pups	in	need	of	help!
If	 you	 are	 out	 on	 beaches	 in	 the
coming	 weeks,	 keep	 an	 eye	 out	 for
pups	 in	 distress	 and	 remember	 to
call	 our	 Rescue	 Hotline	 first	 for
advice	at	087	1955	393.	Disruptive
human	 activity	 can	 frighten	 away
nursing	 mothers	 and	 inadvertently
lead	 to	 pups	 being	 injured	 or
orphaned,	so	please	keep	 dogs	 on
leads	 and	 remain	 at	 least	 100m
away	from	seals.

Though	 we	 may	 specialise	 in	 seals,
SRI	is	committed	to	the	protection	and
conservation	of	all	species,	and	strive
to	promote	biodiversity	 in	a	variety	of
ways.	 We	 hope	 that	 by	 raising
awareness	 of	 the	 issues	 our
ecosystems	 are	 facing	 we	 can	 bring
about	 real	 change.	With	 this	 in	mind,
we	are	delighted	to	announce	that	the
new	 naming	 theme	 for	 this
upcoming	 season	 is
ENDANGERED	 SPECIES	 of	 the
World!

This	new	season	will	kick	off	with	the
first	common	seal	pup	when	it	comes
into	 our	 care.	 Stay	 tuned	 for	 that
announcement!

SRI's	Next	Name	Theme
for	the	New	Season!

Our	 immersive	 Seal	 Feed	 and
Enrichment	 Experience	 at	 the
Visitor	 Centre	 in	 Courtown	 is	 now
available	 to	 book	 seven	 days	 a

Book	Your	In-Person	Visit!

Read	More	in	this	Article

Adopt	a	Seal

May	Updates

http://https//www.sealrescueireland.org/conservation/
https://www.irishmirror.ie/lifestyle/health/environmental-experts-warns-swimming-filth-24219130?fbclid=IwAR10xEZUreKJM8ht37ScvHbZ4MAQHVvaQ2HK6Kpyk9nIl6N6vJ4WLppIYU8
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/product/adopt/


week!

This	 one-hour	 experience	 will	 be
running	 Monday-Sunday	 throughout
Summer!	There	are	four-time	slots	per
day:	10	 AM,	 12:30PM,	 3	 PM	 and
5PM.	 To	 limit	 numbers	 and	 allow	 for
social	 distancing,	 participants	 must
book	 in	 advance	 online	 and	 are
limited	to	six	per	group.	Join	us	behind
the	 scenes	 to	 learn	 about	 seal
rehabilitation	 and	 conservation,	 and
help	 us	 feed	 and	 provide	 play
opportunities	 for	 our	 seal	 pups	 in
care!
	
If	you're	outside	of	Ireland,	don't	worry!
SRI's	Virtual	Experiences	will	still	be
available	 for	 private	 bookings	 on
request.	 It's	 also	 a	 great	 option	 for
Corporate	 groups,	 Community
groups	and	School	groups	 looking
for	remote	ways	to	 learn	and	engage
as	a	group	with	covid	 restrictions	still
in	place.

Make	a	Booking!

'Wally	 the	 Walrus'	 who	 initially
appeared	on	 Irish	shores	 in	Co.	Kerry
in	 March,	 and	 who	 has	 been	 hauled
out	in	Pembrokeshire,	Wales,	over	the
last	 two	 months,	 is	 on	 the	 move
again!	 Wally	 was	 sighted	 in	 Cornwall
last	Wednesday,	 and	has	 since	been
spotted	 off	 the	 coast	 of	 France!	 His
movements	 are	 being	 tracked	 by	 a
network	 of	 marine	 mammal	 rescue
organizations	 through	 public	 reports,
and	there	 is	no	 telling	where	he	may
reappear	next.	If	he,	or	any	other	rare
or	 interesting	 marine	 mammal
sightings	occur	on	the	Irish	coastline,
please	 be	 sure	 to	 report	 to	 SRI's
24-hr	hotline:	087	195	5393.

Please	 remember	 when	 observing
wildlife	to	always	be	respectful.	Keep
dogs	 on	 a	 leash,	 avoid	 making	 loud
noises,	and	stay	at	 least	100m	away,
as	 repeated	 disturbances	 can
become	 life-threatening	 for	an	animal
in	the	wild.

Walrus	on	the	move!

Rescue	Hotline

Our	 kennels	 and	 pools	 have	 been
clearing	 out	 as	 Grey	 seal	 pupping
season	 comes	 to	 a	 close,	 and
four	 more	 healthy	 seal	 pups	 were
released	back	to	the	wild.
	
Ptolomy,	 Atria,	 Puppis	 and
Syzygy	 all	 regained	 their	 full	 bill	 of
health	and	were	 ready	 to	go	back	 to
the	 wild.	 One	 of	 our	 favourite
underdog	 stories	 was	 Atria	 who	 had
come	 in	 late	 in	 the	 season	 with	 the
odds	 stacked	 against	 her.	 As	 she
regained	health,	her	personality	really
showed,	 and	 her	 antics	 continued
right	up	to	release.
	
You	can	see	Atria's	 release	 video
below,	 and	 check	 out	 the	 other
releases	 on	 our	 social	 media
accounts!

Seals	Released	in	May

Watch	Atria's	Release!

https://www.sealrescueireland.org/visit-us/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/contact-us/
https://www.newsweek.com/adorable-video-orphaned-seal-pup-being-released-sea-after-recovery-atria-seal-rescue-ireland-1592541


Did	you	know	our	centre	is	nestled
in	 the	middle	of	 the	magical	 and
history-packed	 Courtown
Woods?	Next	time	you're	in	the	area,
why	not	make	a	day	of	it	and	pack	a
plastic-free	picnic	with	these	top
tips	to	help	you	be	considerate	of	the
seals	 and	 other	 animals	 as	 you
munch!
	
1.	Take	a	 lunchbox.	 Pack	 your	 own
snacks	 or,	 if	 buying	 out,	 you	 can
always	 ask	 the	 deli	 counter	 to	 place
sandwiches	or	salads	in	your	own	box
instead	 of	 the	 throwaway	 wrapping
provided!
	
2.	 Stay	 hydrated	 and	 fill	 up	 your
own	 water	 bottle	 before	 setting
out.	 Check	 out	 our	 cute	 and	 hardy
seal-themed	 stainless	 steel	 ones
available	at	our	online	shop!
	
3.	 Pack	 it	 all	 up	 in	 style!	 Use	 a
reusable	 bag,	 such	 as	 a	 cotton
tote	which	will	biodegrade	at	the	end
of	 its	 lengthy	 lifecycle.	 Win	 for	 the
environment,	and	for	your	wallet!

Have	a	Plastic	Free
Picnic!

Check	out	our	Online	Shop

Maya	started	with	SRI	 this	year	as	an
Animal	 Care	 and	Conservation	 Intern.
Immediately	 recognized	 for	 her
exceptional	 work	 ethic,	 she	 was
promoted	to	Assistant	Animal	Care
Manager	 as	 well	 as	 Donations
Coordinator.	 With	 a	 background
caring	 for	 racehorses,	 Maya	 brings	 a
wealth	of	animal	welfare	wisdom	to	our
team.	She	also	helps	oversee	much	of
our	 conservation	 work,	 coordinating
native	tree-planting	efforts	across	our
local	area.	

Outside	 of	 her	 role	 keeping	 SRI
projects	 ticking	 along,	 Maya	 keeps
herself	 busy	 walking	 her	 well-loved
Saluki-Lurcher,	 Luna,	 and	 is
additionally	 kick-starting	 an
independent	research	project	on	Irish
sharks	 and	 rays	 (her	 aquatic	 first-
love!)	Maya	 is	 returning	 to	 her	 native
UK	 later	 this	 year	 to	 pursue	 further
studies	 in	 Marine	 Biology	 at	 Bangor
University.	 We	 are	 very	 lucky	 to	 have
had	 her	 expertise	 in	 Courtown.	 Keep
this	one	on	your	Ray-dar!

If	 you'd	 like	 to	 learn	more	about
joining	the	SRI	team,	click	the	link
below!

Join	Our	Team!

Healthy	Seas.	Healthy	Seals.

Seal	Rescue	Superstar	-	Maya

https://www.sealrescueireland.org/product/backyard-biodiversity-activity-pack/
https://www.sealrescueireland.org/volunteer/


Melanie	Croce
Executive	Director
Seal	Rescue	Ireland
Registered	Charity	No.	20108519

Seal	Rescue	Ireland
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