September Pupdate

Community Conservation
in Action!
September saw some of our Irish
coastlines bursting with life, as little
grey seal pups with their fluffy white
coats started arriving! Our SRI team
once
again
began
monitoring
prominent seal pupping beaches
in Wicklow with the help of our many
dedicated volunteers. On many trips
out, we have been met with the sight
of several gorgeous, healthy-looking
pups and mums dotted along the
beaches and coves. We have been
blown away by the incredible
response from local community
members who have been taking
excellent care of the pups on their
patch by keeping a respectful
distance, engaging with visitors to the
beaches and keeping SRI in the loop
on the progress of all seals present.
These efforts have successfully
prevented
the
need
for
a
number of rescues, protecting
pups from orphaning due to human
disturbance.
What
fantastic,
proactive
community
conservation efforts all around!

Plan YOUR Spooktacular
Seal Visit this Midterm
Break!
As the days get shorter and Autumn is
upon us, we're delighted to continue
offering our on-site Seal Feed &
Enrichment Experience to visitors
with a slight seasonal adjustment to
the timeslots. Starting 1st October,
this 1-hour experience will now be
available to book Friday-Monday at
9:00, 11:00, 13:00, & 15:00.
As a spooktacular Halloween treat, the
experience will be available to book
every day of the week at 9:00,
11:00, 13:00, & 15:00 from 22nd
October to 31st October only. All
families who book that week will also
enjoy extra activities for the kids after
their tour, like a spooky “Creature of
the Deep” Discovery Trail, Trickor-Treat Goodie Bags by donation
and other fun surprises!
Book Now

Get Involved

Stellar Seal and Cheeky Seal of Month

Our Stellar Seal of the Month is

Our Cheeky Seal of the Month is

Australian Sea Lion!

Dugong!

This resilient little common seal pup
came to us a month ago with a
horrific bite wound to her face.
We're not sure if the bite came from
another seal, or perhaps an off-leash
dog, but she needed our care and
attention straight away! Sea Lion has
been so brave at every stage of
her journey as we have carefully
administered
wound
care,
nourishment, and antibiotics. In such
a short space of time, she has healed
beautifully! Nothing seems to get her
down, and nothing can come
between
her
and
voraciously
chomping away at sliced fish as she's
learning fast to feed on her own!

This little character has been in our
care for nearly 3 months now, and he
never fails to delight and surprise us
with his looks, his antics and the nonstop chatter emitting from his kennel.
He's earned the cheeky seal title this
month for never failing to follow his
carers around in the kennel and
even trying to follow them out the
door as they try to leave! He certainly
keeps us on our toes! This
mischievous imp has been slowly
learning to eat fish and we are
currently trying to wean him off handfeeding to free feeding on his own.
You can learn more about Dugong's
antics and follow his progress through
rehab by adopting him today!

Adopt Australian Sea Lion
Adopt Dugong

SRI News
Wally Heading Home!
After 22 long and worrisome days with
no sightings, we were starting to lose
hope of ever seeing our notorious,
wandering walrus again. However, we
breathed a collective sigh of relief
when a walrus was spotted in
ICELAND
on
the
20th
of
September, and we were able to
confirm it was our Wally! While it
was incredible to find him over 900 km
away from his last known location in
Crookhaven, West Cork, we are
absolutely over the moon to find him
alive and well on his way home to the
Arctic. After his incredibly long journey
through open ocean, he is now
resting and feeding to build up his
strength for the last leg of his journey
home.
We are so proud of him, and so
grateful to the many members of the
public who have shown support and
love for this walrus by allowing him a
safe place to rest and gather his
strength while visiting our shores
ahead of this magnificent journey to
hopefully reunite with his own kind!
We
hope
that
Irish
coastal
communities continue to apply this
love and respect to Wally's cousins,
our own Common Seals and Grey
Seals, who are extremely vulnerable at
this time of year while giving birth to
and caring for their pups along our
shores. As climate change impacts
wildlife habitats, species are under an
ever-increasing threat and the least
we can do is avoid intentionally
making their lives even more difficult.
Spot Wally on Live Stream!

CE & Fundraising
Assistant
SRI is now accepting applications
for a Community Engagement &
Fundraising Assistant! Join our
team to help deliver and develop SRI's
extensive
array of conservation
initiatives. This exciting and dynamic
role will build on a range of skills

relating to public outreach, education,
communications,
media
and
fundraising. The role is ideal for
anyone looking to gain a range of
experience working in the charity
sector and passionate about animal
welfare
and
environmental
conservation.
We are looking to fill this position
ASAP! If you wish to apply for this role
or know of anyone who you think is a
suitable candidate, check out the link
below for more details. Applications
are due by Monday, 4th of
October, 2021!
Learn More & Apply

Healthy Seas. Healthy Seals.

Top Reasons to try going Meat-Free for Climate
Action!
We embraced a Climate Action Week campaign by going meat-free
for a week!
Test-driving a vegan or vegetarian diet for a day, a week, a month or longer is an
amazing way to join the global movement to help reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and make your impact on climate change. Trying it out might just
change the way you think about food, introduce you to incredible new flavours,
and even help form healthy new habits!
Eating less meat helps save our forests, as animal agriculture is a huge cause
of deforestation worldwide.
Livestock farming is responsible for 15%+ of total greenhouse gases, so
reducing your meat intake means reducing one of the main drivers of climate
change.
A veggie diet saves water. It takes 1,800+ gallons of water to produce 1 pound
of beef (that's enough water to fill 39 bathtubs!)
A meat-free diet isn't just great for the planet, it's also fantastic for
YOU!
Vegetarians live on average 6-9 years longer than meat-eaters.
A veggie diet can lower blood pressure (as a plant-based diet is lower in
sodium, salt and cholesterol) as well as the chances of diabetes and obesity.
A plant-based diet can be high in vitamins and minerals, and studies show that
a plant-based diet promotes bone health.
Severe storms are on the rise due to climate change, and they take a big toll on
our seals. They can drown, become exhausted, face injuries and even death
from these extreme conditions along our rugged coastlines, particularly young
pups! This is just one motivation to reduce our collective carbon footprint, and
we can all do our part.
Try Out Some Veggie Recipes!
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