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Republic of Ireland
The Republic of Ireland is a country located in the north-western part
of Europe, with Dublin being the capital and largest city. The Republic
of Ireland extends over an area of about 70,270 km squared with a
large proportion of this land being used for agriculture.
Ireland is often known as the Emerald Isle with its lush green
landscapes, golden sandy beaches, sea cliffs and rocky mountains.
The west coast is rugged with numerous islands, cliffs, hills and
mountains, with the highest peak being Carrauntoohil, at
approximately 1,039 m. The eastern parts are home to many
significant archaeological finds, from the stately homes of 18th
century to the very earliest Christian dwellings.
Ireland is also famous for its folklore and many of the tales and
legends have been passed down generations sharing stories of
banshees, leprechauns and fairies.

Ireland Sights

In Irish Water
Surrounded by water, the Republic of Ireland has the Atlantic Ocean to its west, the
Celtic Sea to the south and the Irish Sea to the east. With approximately 8,000 km of
coastline this makes it an important biodiversity hotspot for keystone species such as
our protected native grey (Halichoerus grypus) and common/harbour seals (Phoca
vitulina).
Irish waters are also home to several species of dolphin, including the bottlenose
dolphin, harbour porpoise, risso’s dolphin and short-beaked common dolphin. In 1991,
Irish waters were designated Europe’s first whale and dolphin sanctuary to protect the
many species found here including minke, fin, humpbacks and killer whales as well as
the more rarer species that have been sighted such as the blue, sperms and pilot whale.
There is also an abundance of fish including basking sharks, which are the largest of the
Atlantic shark family and second largest in the world.

Native Seals of Ireland
Grey Seal (Halichoerus grypus)
Grey seals like to roam around the North Atlantic during the year, travelling from one country to another, but returning to
the same place each year to breed and give birth. They are found on offshore islands and on rocky beaches and coves
around Ireland. Their pupping season is in the winter months between October and February with pups being around 2.5 3.5ft (90-105cm) in length and weighing between 12 - 16kg at birth. They are born with a white coat of fur (lanugo) and
stay on the beach for their first 3 weeks of life. They are rapidly weaned which coincides with them moulting their lanugo.
Once weaned, pups are left to fend for themselves, and finally take to the water to learn how to hunt fish on their own.
Adult males reach over 6.5 – 8ft (2m) in length and weigh in at over 310kg, however have a shorter life expectancy at 25
years than females. Adult females are smaller at over 5.5 ft (1.8m) in length and weigh on average 155kg. Female Grey
seals live longer at around 35 years.

Common/Harbour Seal (Phoca vitulinaI)
Common seals tend to travel less than grey seals and can usually be seen in bays, estuaries and sheltered inlets. Common
seals generally start having their pups in the summer months of June and July, being only 2 - 3ft (65-100cm) in length and
weigh between 6 - 12kg. They recover quickly after birth and after their first suckle take to the water with their mother and
can swim and dive straight away. They are weaned between 3 – 4 weeks of age, and have been known to stay around their
mothers to learn how to hunt for up to a year. Adult males reach up to 6.5ft (1.9m) in length and weigh up to 150kg –
though larger dominant specimens have been documented in the wild. Males have a shorter life span of up to 25 years.
Adult females are smaller reaching 5.5ft (1.7m) in length and up to 100kg. Females have a longer life span of up to 35
years.

On Irish Land
Ireland is one of the least forested countries in Europe with only 10% of the country being woodland, most of which is non-native
conifer plantations. Despite the fact that the country's climate gives it one of the fastest growth rates for forests in Europe, only
2% is native woodland. Hedgerows are an important substitute for woodland habitat, providing refuge for native wild flora and a
wide range of insects, birds and mammals. Some of the popular mammal species found in Ireland include otters, red squirrels,
hedgehogs, shrews, bats, stoats, red deer and the beautiful red fox.
Ireland is also home to many birds including various species of buzzard, eagle, hawk, falcon and owl. As well as some of the
smaller more common birds such as the chaffinch, cuckoo, firecrest, woodpecker, jay, kingfisher and nightjar. Puffins are just one
of many marine birds that inhabit Irish coasts and they are also one of the most loved birds due to their name and beautiful
colouring.

Where Are We
Seal Rescue Ireland is the only
seal rehabilitation centre in the
Republic of Ireland which is
located in the south east of the
country, in the picturesque resort
of Courtown, Co. Wexford. Our
main focus is the rescue,
rehabilitation and release of sick,
injured and orphaned seals.
Being approximately 1.5 hours
from Dublin makes our centre
easy to access by car or bus with
the nearest accessible town being
Gorey located just 6.5 km away.

What We Do
Seal Rescue
Our main focus at Seal Rescue Ireland is the
rescue the rescue, rehabilitation and release of
sick, injured and orphaned seals from across
the coast of Ireland.

Seal Rehabilitation
Our dedicated team of volunteers work around the
clock to nurse sick and injured seal pups back to health
in our rescue hospital. We make sure all our pups are
healthy before they are released back into the wild.

Habitat Restoration

Education

We plant trees to support the reforestation
of Ireland, to combat climate change, to
restore Riparian buffers and to increase
biodiversity.

Our team aims to educate members of the public
about conservation to create a bright future for the
planet through various educational programmes in
schools and community groups, young and old alike.

Research

Community Engagement

We conduct coastline surveys, monitor local
seal populations and carry out research into
seal fatalities to develop a clearer picture of
environmental hazards.

We offer training sessions for the public to get
involved in environmental protection, awareness and
rescue. Our stranding network across the Republic of
Ireland is approximately 800 people!

How to Get Here
By Bus - The Wexford bus goes from Dublin Airport into our closest town, Gorey. This bus makes a few stops on
its journey including Dublin city center and University College Dublin. You can book your bus ticket online or on
board.
Train - if you have arrived in on the ferry, there is a train from Rosslare into Gorey. There is also a train from
Dublin Connolly station into Gorey.
Ferry - Ferry services travel from Pembroke, Wales (UK) to Rosslare, Ireland and from Cairnryan (Scotland) to
Belfast, Northern Ireland. Buses and trains are then available to bring you to Gorey from Rosslare and Belfast
ports.
From Gorey: a member of our team will be able to pick you up, or we can provide local taxi numbers to get you to
Courtown! The centre is only a 10 minute drive from Gorey, but quite a long walk!
By car - if you are travelling by car, enter Courtown adventure leisure center into your GPS, as we are located at
the back of this facility.

What's the Climate
Ireland has a temperate climate meaning it never gets too hot or too cold, although we are known to have lots of rain!
Luckily, Wexford, where we are, is included in the corner of the country fondly known as the "Sunny South East"! This
means we don't get too much rain and the summers are usually nice and warm.
The Atlantic Ocean and the warming influence of the Gulf Stream affect weather patterns throughout Ireland.
Temperatures differ regionally, with central and eastern areas tending to be more extreme. However, due to a temperate
oceanic climate, temperatures are seldom lower than −5 °C in winter or higher than 26 °C in summer.
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Internships with SRI
Internships at Seal Rescue Ireland are for a minimum of 12 weeks, however, longer is encouraged to
gain the most out of our training. Interns are expected to adapt in a fast paced, ever changing
environment and have a positive, purposeful and professional attitude.
We offer internships in the following areas:
Animal Care & Conservation
Community Engagement
Media & Public Relations
Education
For consideration, applicants must:
be passionate about marine animals and their environment
have a background in areas of study relating to the internship programme
be able to follow written and oral instructions
possess effective communication skills
be fluent in English
possess excellent organisational and interpersonal skills as well as a strong ability to
be computer literate and able to work with Microsoft Excel, Word and PowerPoint
have a willingness to be flexible with shifts, including nights, weekends and holidays

Animal Care & Conservation
The Animal Care & Conservation Internship provides a well rounded experience of both hands-on
marine mammal rescue and rehabilitation work whilst promoting public understanding of marine
conservation as a whole. The core aspects of the internship involves animal care and husbandry
including feeding, routine cleaning of enclosures, medical treatment, daily care and diet preparations.
Interns will be involved in the educational aspect of conservation by speaking to the public about marine
protection and the threats facing our oceans during educational tours of the centre, as well as taking part
in public outreach events and fundraising. Applicants should be agile with a good sense of balance in
order to manoeuvre around enclosures and must be physically fit and able to lift 25 kg. Previous animal
care and handling experience as well as public speaking skills are preferred, however interns will receive
training to develop these skills.
The internship enhances skills in communication and organisation by monitoring the stranding hotline
and coordinating with our volunteer network to make arrangements for seal rescue and transport. Not
only will interns assist with the rescue of seals but there will also be opportunities to attend their release
following successful rehabilitation. Depending on skills that interns would like to develop there is also
the opportunity to provide assistance to management and rehabilitation staff by completing clerical
duties and office work. Depending on seasonality and our work schedule we also offer activities
including tree planting, beach cleaning, biological monitoring of local woodlands, habitat assessments of
restoration sites, stream health assessments, coastal surveys, seal counts and public opinion surveys.

Community Engagement
The Community Engagement Intern works closely with the Community Engagement Manager and will
assist in delivering and developing Seal Rescue Ireland’s conservation engagement and fundraising
programmes. This dynamic role will build on a range of skills relating to community outreach, education,
media, communications and fundraising. This opportunity provides experience in a wide variety of
practical skills, while getting the opportunity to build amazing contacts within a competitive industry.
This internship supports the development and implementation of fundraising programmes, including
3rd party, corporate and intern fundraising campaigns across various platforms. Managing and assisting
donor relationships, adoptions, membership programmes, corporate outreach for sponsorship and
charity of the year partnerships. Assist in record keeping of monthly donation reports on various
platforms (i.e. Facebook, PayPal giving fund, Benevity, website, etc.). The Community Engagement
intern also supports the media team in developing content for social media and monthly e-Newsletters.
They also coordinate the management of in-person and virtual events including live streams, raffles,
auctions, twitch streams, centre tours, talks and presentations. This internship provides a great
opportunity to research and initiate new conservation projects and improve upon existing projects.
Due to the complexity of this role previous experience in a related position (fundraising, community
engagement, education, or similar) is desirable with a degree in a related field of study (e.g. business
management, marine science etc.) is considered an asset, though an equivalent combination of
experience and education will also be considered.

Media & Public Relations
The Media and Public Relations internship will provide the candidate with work experience in all
aspects of a rescue and rehabilitation centre. The primary focus is on producing quality media
content, digital design, written content, photos and videos for use on our website, social media,
monthly newsletter, adoptions programme, educational and fundraising projects. This position
requires a skilled photographer who will be responsible for capturing consistent photographs and
videos of the animals in care, daily activities at the centre and events on and off-site (i.e. rescues,
releases, educational talks, outreach events, etc.), as well as editing and developing content
consistent with SRI’s message of ocean conservation and sustainability. Partial involvement in
the care and rehabilitation of our seals is an option if applicants are interested, (feeding, medical
treatment, daily care, routine cleaning of enclosures and work areas) as well as assisting with the
rescue and release of stranded animals.
Applicants must have a keen interest in marine conservation and environmental stewardship.
Skills in developing media content and photography are a must, with examples of work to be
submitted with applications. Applicants must have effective communication skills to a wide
variety of audiences, the ability to represent SRI in a professional manner at all times and work
well in a team environment. Public speaking, writing skills, graphic design (preferably Adobe
Cloud) and website maintenance skills are encouraged.

Education
The Education Intern will assist with everything related to the various educational programs
which cater to children as young as 2 years old all the way up to presentations geared
towards adults. The intern will need to be able to plan, develop and deliver educational
programs, activities, games and materials which are tailored to each group’s specific needs,
interests and curriculum.
Education Interns will plan/attend community outreach events, school visits, birthday
parties, fundraisers and networking events to promote awareness of Seal Rescue Ireland’s
mission of marine conservation. They will also be trained to give daily educational tours of
the Centre as well as providing customer care in the gift shop. Partial involvement in the care
and rehabilitation of our seals is an option if applicants are interested, (feeding, medical
treatment, daily care, routine cleaning of enclosures and work areas) as well as assisting with
the rescue and release of stranded animals.
Applicants must have a background and dedicated interest in environmental science,
conservation, education, oceanography, child development or a related field. Background
knowledge of marine mammals is preferred but not required.

Accommodation & Costs
Internships cost €90 per week which contributes towards
rent, groceries, utilities and supplies for the house. This totals
to €360 per 4 weeks. We recommend interns bring extra
money to spend on lunches out, coffee at local cafes and for
trips that might be taken during the internship! Dublin is
located a short distance away offering many popular tourist
attractions.
SRI has 3 detached houses for our interns and managers,
located on an estate called Forest Park, which is just a few
minutes walk from our seal rescue centre. Each intern house
has enough room for up to 8 people, with each bedroom
having 2 - 3 beds. Each house has a communal lounge, large
kitchen and family bathroom. Forest Park is a few minutes
walk from Courtown Woods and Courtown Beach offering a
number of scenic walks and views.

www.sealrescueireland.org

