August Pupdate

Hospital Prep Appeal
As SRI prepares for the upcoming
Grey Seal pupping season, we
anticipate a wave of new intakes
which will each require around-theclock care, and life-saving
equipment. We are always striving to
improve our animal welfare and
safety standards, and are currently
undertaking hospital maintenance
and improvement projects to ensure
we are fully prepared to provide the
best possible care for incoming seals.
You can help!
All donations from this appeal will go
directly to the necessary hospital
improvements (the full list can be
found on our website at the link
below) to ensure that we can
continue to take in sick, injured and
orphaned seal pups, and give them a
second chance at life in the wild.
Without the support and generosity
of donors like you, our work would
not be possible.
Please Donate

Seals Released
This past month we said goodbye to
Cú Chulainn, our unexpected guest
from the summer! Cú Chulainn was
a grey seal pup found sick and
underweight in mid-June, which is a
very odd time of the year to take in a
Grey! When he was brought in it was
clear that although he'd survived for
around six months on his own in the
wild he certainly wasn't flourishing
and wouldn't survive with out
intervention. With a little help from
our amazing animal care team he
made an amazing turnaround, and
was released just two months later!
We
also
saw
the
return
of
Freshwater Pearl Mussel and
Quokka, from last season's greys.
Check out the video of their release
below and share in our joy!
Watch their release here!

Heritage Week 2022
We were delighted to welcome a very special
group of families, who have recently joined our
community from Ukraine to our centre on Friday
for our Heritage Week 2022 event ‘Seals,
Sustainability and Heritage’!
With a focus on our natural heritage, we led a
guided tour of the Seal Rescue Centre and spoke
about our native seal populations and how they
are both a bioindicator and umbrella species for
conservation. We then took them on a guided
walk through the local Courtown Woods, a
proposed Natural Heritage Area, and led a guided
biodiversity discovery trail along the Ounavarra
River.
It was a great day of welcoming a new
community to learn about Ireland's natural
heritage and we look forward to future events!

Stellar Seal and Cheeky Seal of the Month

Stellar Seal of the Month

Cheeky Seal of the Month

July’s title of 'Stellar Seal' goes to our
lovely and fair Niamh! In line with
this season's name theme, 'Irish
Myths & Legends', Niamh is named
after Niamh of the Golden hair,
the daughter of the King of Tír na
nÓg, a land where no one would
grow old. Niamh (the seal) was found
as a tiny orphan on Traught Beach in
Co Galway when she was taken into
care. Since arriving at the centre,
this beautiful girl has quickly excelled
in both fish school and building up
her swimming muscles! She is
gaining weight at an amazing rate,
and we have no doubt we will soon
be watching her make her way home
to the wild where we hope she will
get the chance to grow old!

July’s title of 'Cheeky Seal' goes to
Lír! Little Lír is male, Common Seal
who was rescued in Rush in Co
Dublin. While in care, more often
than not, he can be found snoozing
on the job when he should be paying
attention to fish school. He's even
been known to use his would-be
lunch as a pillow while he naps!
Named after Lír, the personification
of the sea in Irish mythology, we
hope that our little Lír lives up to his
name and will soon be zooming
around the pools practicing for his
return to the sea.. if only he can stay
awake long enough!
Adopt Lír!

Watch Niamh and her friend!

The Wexford Rose of Tralee Tour
We were thrilled to welcome the 2022 Roses to
the
Seal
Rescue
Centre
as
part
of
the #WexfordRoseTour!
We thoroughly enjoyed meeting this amazing
group of young ladies, introducing them to our
seal pups, and sharing our work with them. We're
thrilled to see wildlife conservation and
sustainability featured on this year's tour!

Healthy Seas, Healthy Seals
The Tale of Two Walruses
If you haven't seen it yet, please check out the
fantastic video that our friends at The Dodo
created to share the story of two walruses: Wally
and Freya! We hope that the world can learn
from the different management approaches
taken, which led to their vastly different
outcomes, to ensure all marine mammals are
afforded the respect and protection they
deserve.
Help us Take Action! Please sign the petition
calling for the Norwegian government to explain
their actions, in hopes that better management
practices are used in the future.

Watch The Dodo Video

Grey Seal Pupping Season

Autumn is on the way, and Grey Seal Pupping
Season is upon us! Baby seals with their fluffy,
white coats have already started to appear
around our coastlines, so we would appreciate all
the support we can get in protecting our
flippered friends in this delicate time in their
lives!
Remember never to approach, touch or
disturb a pup on the beach, observe quietly
from at least 100m, and keep children and
dogs away. Never put a seal in the water, as
newborn pups are on the shore for a reason!
Grey seal pups have white fur for the first 3
weeks of life and tend to stay on land until they
moult to their spotted coat. During this time,
they rely exclusively on their mother's milk, but
seal mothers will leave them for hours at a time
alone on the beach. This doesn't mean they are
necessarily abandoned! If you ever think a seal
pup needs help, always call SRI's 24/7 Rescue
Hotline at 087 1955 393 for advice.
If you would like to join our efforts and receive
training to safely rescue and transport sick,
injured and orphaned seal pups to our hospital
for care, you can join our Rescue Network
today! Coming into the pupping season, we're
looking for volunteers to join from far a wide,
near the coast or in the Midlands!
We will be holding our Seal Rescue Training
Course on two dates next month over Zoom:
11th of September @ 10am
15th of September @ 10am
Learn More About Our Rescue Network Here!
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